Tyler City Council
Monday June 6, 2015
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Pending)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Police Officer Bloch, Clerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, Dan Ellefson, Greg Peter, David Haroldson, Trent Hess, Jon Johnson, Brandon Novak and Keith Lindemann

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda:  Motion made by Sanderson , seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to accept the agenda with two additions E1, Election Judges, and E2 Audit-Special meeting.

May 2 meeting Minutes:  There were a  couple of spelling errors that needed to be corrected personnel instead of personal in two places and the complete name of Sanderson instead of Sanders motion by Petersen  seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.  

Public Express:  Greg Peter was present to discuss his concerns about the Airport.  The aeronautic division stresses  the properties around the airport be within city control for purposes of trespassing.   The airport is an asset that Tyler needs to maintain.  There has been talks about encroachment and Mr. Peter feels that is a problem.

Correspondence:  Administrator Wolfington stated he had received a letter from the Lake Benton Lake Improvement about their annual meeting on July 15, 2016. 

Council Comments/Committee Reports: Petersen stated that the parks committee had been getting together.  Petersen also stated that he had met with the golf course board and had some great communications with them.  

Police Report:  Police Chief Eric Bloch was present to give the report.  There were 62 calls of service.  There was a variety of calls this month. Eighteen citations issued the month of May.   Chief Spindler has received the new computers for the vehicles from the State Patrol and are just waiting to see what the County is going to do.

City Attorney Report:  Administrator Wolfington stated that City Attorney Petersen would be coming,  Administrator Wolfington presented to the council a map for Brouwer addition.  Legal Council is requesting the council entertain the notice of vacation for some spots in town for utility easements.  Motion made by Petersen seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to post notice for June 27, 2016 special council meeting for the Notice of Vacation of easement. 

Utility Report: Administrator Wolfington stated that engineer for the street project had contacted him and stated the street seal coating project would take place on the NW corner of Tyler in mid July, the Engineer also reminded Administrator Wolfington that there would be no street work done between July 21 and August 6, 2016.

Administrator Wolfington stated that there would need to be some work done on the substation which should take between one to four hours.  The Administrator will keep the public and the council notified on when this outage will happen.

City Administrator Report:  Administrator Wolfington stated he and Councilman Petersen had been meeting with the Golf Course board.  Administrator then allowed the golf course board to give an update on what is going on at the golf course.  Brandon Novak passed out a Profit and Loss statement to the council and explained why some of the income was down and a few of the expenses were up to make up for the about $18,000 difference.  He also explained that now is the busy season and they have been working on some processes and procedures so the golf course board can track some things to make this a community golf course not a Tyler golf course.  The representatives of the Golf Course then asked to be on the agenda next month to discuss the lease agreement with the City. 

Administrator Wolfington then stated that he has a medical appointment on July 11, 2016 which would be the next scheduled council meeting and wanted the council direction if they would like the meeting date changed or have the meeting in his absence on July 11, 2016.  The council concensus was to have the meeting on July 11, 2016 as planned.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he had been approached by the new lessors about tiling the land that the city leases .  Harper stated that he understood the city just entered into this lease agreement and wondered if the lessors understood the agreement.   After some discussion the council decided they would not be interested in tiling the leased land at this time.

Administrator Wolfington stated that the Airport had been inspected by the MNDOT, the report should be back in a few weeks. There will be a new computer for the pilots lounge coming and the golf course has been helping to get the new computer connected to the internet per MNDOT requirements.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he would like to get a community committee to make some decisions about the park by hospital and hopefully get the park developed.  Administrator Wolfington stated he would be working with the DNR on a grant to help develop the park.

Kronborg Inn:  Administrator Wolfington stated that the Kronborg Inn would like to renew their 2:00am license.  Administrator stated that this was done last year for the purpose of being open until 2:00 am on Aebelskiver days.  Administrator stated that this is a perpetual 2:00 am license.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to allow the Kronborg Inn LLC to renew their 2:00 am license.

Variance Request:  Cricket Raschke is requesting  to move her health kinesiology business to her home at 308 McGoudy St.  Raschke recused herself from the decision making process.  Raschke told the council there would be a maximum of one or two cars in front of her property at a time.  Raschke also stated that she planned on putting a small sign stating her business name on the door or in the window.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to allow Raschke to move her business to 308 McGoudy St.

Stony Point:  Administrator Wolfington stated that the boat ramp on the west end of Stony 
Point had been removed.  Legal Council Petersen stated it wasn’t just the landing the shore front riprap was removed seemed like to create a beach.  Legal Council Petersen stated that anytime excavation in the shoreland is done a permit is required.  The County would like the riprap put back to the way it was. Ellefson reported that this ramp has been unusable since he took over leasing Stony Point.  Ellefson had contacted the DNR and they didn’t want to maintain the boat ramp and did not have the manpower.  Ellefson did remove the pieces of the boat ramp that were dangerous the other part of the boat ramp is still in the water.  Ellefson stated that his case was to remove what was dangerous to the people at Stony Point.  DNR had told Ellefson to remove the hazard and leave the rest in the lake. Legal Council Petersen stated he would like Ellefson to contact the council if he is doing something like this so the council and Ellefson can discuss things before it gets out of hand.  Ellefson stated he would contact Olsen from the County on how to proceed with restoring the landing to a usable condition and report to the council at a future meeting.   Ellefson also stated that the he had pumped out the bathhouse on a Thursday and it was already filled again by Tuesday.  Legal Council Petersen stated that there could be a grant with the DNR to help the City redo the bathhouse.  Administrator Wolfington will check into any grants that are available. 

CIP Program:  City Clerk Powell stated that the City has been offering the Energy Star Rebate program but the City is not actually part of the Rebate Program until a contract with them is signed.  Motion made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to allow Mayor Peterson sign the program documentation to enter into the Energy Star Rebate program.  

Clerk Powell asked the council’s approval to work with Western Community Action to administer the CIP program dollars.  The program is funded by a mandatory 1.5 percent charge on Tyler resident’s city bill.  Western Community Action would have a list of eligible residents and would visit the home to do the audit and recommend where the assistance would go.  Western Community Action would charge 10% for administration fees.  This is for energy savings on electrical usage.  The council would like to see the contract from Western Community Action before they make a decision.

Sidewalk Discussion:  Adminsitrator Wolfington stated that there has been sidewalks that have been removed without the City Council approval.  The policy has been that the council needs to approve sidewalk removal.  Council man Petersen stated that he would not know where to start as there is spots all over town with pieces of sidewalk missing.  Councilman Harper stated he would like a traffic count to see where the highest traffic flow is.  Harper would like to see a sidewalk from the Lumber yard to the swimming pool.  There was a committee formed including Mayor Peterson, Council man Harper and Administrator Wolfington to do sidewalk research and bring it back to the council.  

Election Judges:  The list of election judges for the 2016 Primary and General Election was presented to the council.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to accept Barb Enderson, Lyle Hanson, Shirley Hansen, Mary Krull, Wayne Krull, Richard Siemers, Betty Jo Solberg, Ann Svendsen, E.R. Thooft, Doretta Vinson, Beverly Vos and Alvina Welgraven as the election judges for 2016.

2015 Audit:  The Auditors have requested a Special Meeting June 27, 2016 at 7:00 pm to approve the 2015 Audit.  Motion by Petersen, seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to have a Special Meeting June 27, 2016 at 7:00 to go over the 2015 Audit.

Utility Policy: Administrator Wolfington stated that the new utility policy is not complete yet but will be soon.

Financial Statements:  Motion by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve paying the bills for May 2016.

Motion by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting
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