[bookmark: _GoBack]Tyler City Council
Monday April 4, 2016
Tyler Fire Hall
6:30 pm (Pending)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief Spindler, Utility worker Beck and Haroldson, Clerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, Bill Helget from Bolton and Menk and Jeff VanBuren from Rural Development

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Approve Agenda: Mayor Peterson stated that he would like to move the USDA grant up to first thing right after approving the minutes of the March 7, 2016 meeting. Motion by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with USDA grant moved up.

Minutes of the March 7, 2016 Meeting: Motion by Raschke seconded by Harper passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2016 regular Council meeting.

USDA Grant: Mayor Peterson introduced Jeff Van Buren from Rural Development in Marshall. Mr. VanBuren presented the USDA grant for the Fire truck that was approved by the council. Mr. VanBuren presented a Letter of Conditions. The main item is the project cost which is set at $250,000. The contingency costs will be around $2,400. The City will pay $100,000 the loan will be $115,000 and the grant amount will be $35,000. The interest rate when the grant was first presented was at 3.2% but that amount has been decreased to 2.875% which this could be lower when the loan gets closed but the most the interest rate could be is 2.875%. One thing is with this grant Rural Development will track the fire calls and make sure the insurance on the truck is the necessary amount. There must be a reserve amount budgeted in the amount of $9,548.00 which is a one year payment. Motion made by Petersen seconded by Raschke to accept the Letter of Condition that Rural Development representative Jeff VanBuren presented, following a roll call vote motion passed with 5 yea’s and 0 nay’s and no council member absent. The Mayor signed the Letter of Condition. 

Public Express: No one present

Correspondence: There will be a conference presented by Southwest Minnesota Housing on April 12, 2016 in Marshall from 10 am to 3 pm. on housing developments in the area.

Council comments/Committee Reports: Councilman Harper stated that he feels that the city’s ordinance may not be keeping with the times. Harper stated it is not so much that the council passes too many variances it is maybe that the zoning ordinance needs to be rewritten. Harper stated that maybe the council should make a distinction in the City ordinance from a one story to a two story garage. Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to direct the city administrator to research other cities zoning ordinances to report to the council on what could be done to the City of Tyler’s ordinance to allow multiple story buildings in the City of Tyler’s building ordinance. 
 
Councilman Sanderson stated that he and the City Administrator had met with Danebod village on their utility and will keep the council informed on the results of the discussions.

Police Report: Police Chief Spindler informed the council that there were 38 calls to service in the month of March. The police force had issued 7 citations and made 6 arrests as well as some other situations. There was some suspicious activity in the Lynn Circle area. The dog complaints have started.

City Attorney Report: Nothing at this time

Utilities Report: Utility Superintendent Wolfington stated that there were some old meters that have been switched out, thanks to the utility workers and Lyon Lincoln Electric.

Wolfington stated that he is working on the utility policy with landlords and renters. Wolfington stated he is working with legal counsel Glen Petersen on an application that would clarify some of the questions that have come up. 

Utility Superintendent Wolfington stated that since the tractor came in at a lower bid than what was budgeted the utility workers have come up with a list of equipment that they feel they could use. Such equipment would be a trailer and a box scraper along with other items. Mayor Peterson stated that it is pretty early in the year to be spending all monies that are budgeted, the council is willing to look at the list.

Mayor Peterson asked about Tidy Up Tyler Days and if there would be the refuse pickup that is a common occurrence at the City Tidy up days. Utility Superintendent Wolfington stated that he would like to take the year off for the free pick up day as he feels it is not cost effective. He would like to have a drop off spot for residents. Mr. Wilmes stated that he liked the appliance pickup whether it cost or not as he does not have a way to discard his old appliances. Wolfington stated the City currently offers appliance pick up at a cost. He stated he would submit a column to the Tyler Tribute newspaper to explain what is available. Councilman Petersen stated he is concerned about appliances just being dropped off somewhere like ditches, etc. Wolfington stated that was a concern last year with the pick up as many appliances were picked up by passersby and dropped into ditches.

Councilman Harper asked if it is normal to get a faint whiff of gas when you walk by your gas tank. Utility worker Beck stated that at times you can smell gas as the gas meter vents off gas, if there is a smell all the time then he should notify Gas Superintendent Haroldson so he can check his meter Administrator Wolfington stated that he has been reviewing what other cities have been with on-call pay for the utility employees. He will present his proposal for adjustment to the personal policy for council approval.

Administrators Report: Administrator Wolfington stated that he has been reviewing what other cities have been with on-call pay for the utility employees. He will present his proposal for adjustment to the personnel policy for council approval after it is reviewed by the personnel committee.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he has heard from people in the community that are interested in raising chickens within the city limits. Wolfington asked if the council would like to consider adopting a policy that would allow chickens to be raised within the city limits. Council woman Raschke stated she would be interested in looking into allowing chickens in the city limits. After some discussion it was decided not to entertain chickens in the city limits at this time. 

Administrator Wolfington stated that he would be in Willmar on Thursday all day at a Loss and Safety control meeting.

Administrator Wolfington informed the council about a proposed bill at the legislature about broadband funding. In the past Tyler has not been eligible for broadband funding because speeds were deemed adequate despite concerns coming from the public about reliability of service. Wolfington stated he is talking with the League of Minnesota to see if reliability could be included in a bill presented to the legislature on broadband.

Administrator Wolfington would like the council the revisit their decision to allow residents to come before the council and ask to remove sidewalks on a case by case basis. Mayor Peterson stated that he would like to review what the sidewalks currently look like in Tyler now. Councilman Petersen stated he would like to see a sidewalk from Main St to the pool Park. Councilman Harper would like to see a sidewalk from the school west to the fairgrounds. 

Bid Opening: Bill Helget from Bolton & Menk Engineering firm presented to the council the bid opening results for the 2016 seal coating project for the City of Tyler. The council received three proposals for the construction of the referenced project. The Low bidder was Asphalt Surface Technologies Corporation of St. Cloud, MN. The low bid was 27 percent below the Engineer’s Estimate. The bidder indicates there will not be any subcontractors on the project. Helget stated that it is unlikely that re-bidding the project will result in more bids or more competitive bids. Bolton and Menk recommends the City of Tyler contract with Asphalt Surface Technologies Corporation. Helget asked the council if they would be interested in doing a portion of phase three if the contractors would add on. The project was bid by gallon and ton and sometimes the contractors allow you to add on. The council could accept the bid as is and just know that they received a good price of do one and a half phases and make this a three year plan and not a four year plan. Councilman Sanderson stated that since the price is low the city should see if they could extend phase two to include part of phase three also. Motion by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to award the contract to Asphalt surface Technologies Corporation of St, Cloud, MN. 

Motion by Sanderson seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to allow Helget from Bolton & Menk Engineering to approach Asphalt Surface Technologies Corporation to inquire if they would honor their current prices to add on to the phase up to the budgeted amount.

Recycling Program Update:  Administrator Wolfington informed the council that he visited with Lincoln County Environmental Officer Robert Olsen who stated Lincoln County has taken over the commercial recycling program completely for the City of Tyler. 

Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the financial statements.

Motion to Adjourn made by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously. 

___________________________					__________________________
Attested by								Mayor, Mervyn Petersen
City Clerk/Barb Powell
