Tyler City Council
Monday, March 7, 2016
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Pending)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief Spindler, Bolton and Menk Rep Bill Helget, Clerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, Larry Wyttenback, Joe Stiner, Al Barber, Shawn Nelson, John Thomsen and Lyle Lamote

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda: Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 1, 2016 meeting

Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the Special February 26, 2016 meeting. 

Public Express: None

Correspondence: None

Council Comments/ Committee Reports: Councilman Petersen stated that he attended a Golf Course meeting and they are working on a lot of items. He will be attending another meeting soon.

Mayor Peterson stated that he and Councilman Sanderson had a personnel meeting and will keep working on personnel issues 

Police Report: Chief Spindler stated there were 45 calls for service. There were no tickets issued. The police department assisted with a few bad weather calls. There were a couple of arrests made in February. The pursuit that came through the City of Tyler was initiated by Pipestone County and started in Pipestone. One thing that the Police department would like to see done this year is the cross walks by the hospital done as you cannot see the lines very well. Chief Spindler would like the cross walks done in white and not in yellow so they can be seen better. Chief Spindler is going to check into adding another crosswalk by the north parking lot as there is a lot of pedestrian traffic. 

City Attorney Report: None

[bookmark: _GoBack]Utility Report: Bill Helget was present to inform the council on the seal coating that the city would like done this summer. Helget presented a map that divided the town into four equal parts for seal coating. The cost estimate is $86,000 for each project. There will be no work scheduled between July 21 and August 7, 2016. The owner which is the city will complete all street patching before the seal coating. The city will sweep all excess aggregate rock. Motion made by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the street seal coating plan as presented by Helget from Bolton and Menk.
Helget then explained that he would like to start the bid process so the bids can be considered at the next council meeting in April. The bid request will be advertised in the Tyler paper and the Finance and Commerce paper to be opened March 31 and 10:00 am. Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to advertise once in the Tyler Tribute and the Finance and Commerce 
Paper.

Administrator Report: Administrator Wolfington stated that he had attended a meeting in Marshall on Clean Power Plan. This was a listening session and there is a court ruling that needs to be taking into account.

Variance Request: Joe Stiner the owner 114 Marsh St. This was a joint owned lot with Allan Sik and Stiner and he divided it giving Stiner the North half. Stiner would like to build a double story garage with sidewalls of 20 feet and would like to build within six inches of the property line. There would be a sidewalk between the house and the new proposed garage. The utility crews have checked and find no objection. Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper with Mayor Peterson voting against the variance. Motion for the variance passed with a 3 to 1 vote. 

Ace Volunteer Appreciation Day: Mayor Peterson requested the council accept a proclamation honoring the volunteers from the City on April 5, 2016. There will be a recognition day on April 5, 2016 from 3pm to 7pm with Mayor Peterson and County Commissioner Van Devere presenting coffee and cookies in appreciation. Motion by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to have Mayor Peterson sign the Proclamation designation April 5, 2016 Volunteer recognition in the City of Tyler.

Commercial Recycling: Administrator Wolfington stated that he had done research and found that this is something of a legacy program that the county and the city had gotten into. The City started this trying to help with refuse and getting the commercial businesses involved with not throwing their cardboard in the garbage and instead recycling it. Administrator Wolfington had visited with previous administrator Williams and he suggested Administrator Wolfington talk to Robert Olson with the Lincolon Environmental Office. The Commercial recycling was tabled until there is more information available

Fire Department Update: The Fire Department Relief Association was present to present to the council the GASB 67 and GASB 68 accounting requirements. Shawn Nelson the treasurer for the Relief Association presented documents from the office of the Secretary of the State explaining the GASB 68 requirements. Treasurer Nelson stated that the Tyler Relief Association does not feel that they have the money to get an actuarial done. Chief Barber stated that they feel this is for big relief associations that pay out big pensions that the Tyler relief association does not do. Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen to decline to report on the GASB 68.

Fire Relief Association Treasurer Nelson then requested that the City allow the pension benefit for the Volunteer Firemen to be raised from $500 to $750. After some discussion on pensions for the firemen motion was made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to allow the Tyler Fire Relief Association to change the benefit pension from $500 to $750.

John Thomsen from the Fire Department was present to update the council on the USDA Grant. Thomsen stated that the chasis for the truck has not arrived yet. The amount of the grant is not for sure yet but USDA is pretty sure that it will be $35,000. Thomsen requested a meeting with the budget committee. Thomsen would like to stress that what is not spent each year on the budget of the Fire Department would be put in the fire savings for future purposes. 

John Spindler Natural Gas Request: John Spindler feels that he should not have had to pay $576 for a service connection to his house. In 2007 the meter was removed from his house for a remodel job. Council person Raschke stated that they could only go back three years for billing errors. Councilman Petersen stated that this should have been addressed when the meter was removed. Councilman Harper stated that Ordinance 4.87 is trying to address this problem. Councilman Petersen asked what access meant, having a meter or having a line to the residence. After more discussion Motion was made by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to deny Spindler’s request of a pay back of $576 to his bill.

Shared road agreement with Hope Township: The shared road by the City of Tyler and Hope Township has been maintained by Hope Township. The road agreement states that the City and the township shall share the expenses as follows: Hope township shall pay for the general maintenance of the road from their annual road allotment received from the State of Minnesota, Hope Township shall pay one half of the costs of maintenance and repair above and beyond the normal maintenance of the Road, the City of Tyler will pay for one half of the maintenance and repair above and beyond the general maintenance of the road. Harper stated that he agrees if the snow is removed in a timely manner and the snow is removed completely. Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.

East River Line Agreement: Lyle Lamote was present to explain the line agreement that East River Power Cooperative is proposing. East River has a substation line that goes from Amiret to Russell . The line then goes to Tyler the part of the line before the substation is ½ mile in length and is stationed presently out in a field. East River proposes that ½ mile would be put along Co Rd 13 to make it easier to find broken lines, or problem lines etc. East River will put the line in but the general maintenance of the line would be the responsibility of the City. Motion to pass East River Resolution to move the substation line made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously.

Airport Grant: The City applies for a grant every year with MN DOT to assist in paying for some of the general maintenance of the airport. Motion made by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to apply for the Airport Grant for 2016.

MSDS to SDS: Tabled

Financial Statements: Motion to approve paying the bills by Raschke seconded by Harper and passed unanimously.

Motion by Petersen seconded by Cricket to go into closed session to discuss real property.

Motion Petersen, seconded to by Harper to adjourn the closed session and go back into the public meeting.

Motion by Petersen, seconded by Harper to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

___________________________					__________________________
Attested by								Mayor, Mervyn Petersen
City Clerk/Barb Powell
