City of Tyler
Regular Monday December 7, 2015 Council Meeting
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 P.M. approved

In attendance  Mayor  Merv Peterson, Council Members, Harper, Petersen, Raschke, Sanderson, City Administrator Wolfington,  City Attorney Glen Petersen, Police Chief Spindler,  City Clerk Barb Powell,   Mark Wilmes,  Dale Wieme, David Haroldson,   Dub Lutterman,  Patty Linneman, Keith  Linneman, Chris Johnson,  Larry Wyttenback, and Dean Beck
The Monday, December 7, 2015 meeting was called to order by Mayor Peterson at 7:00pm.
Administrator Wolfington added one item to the agenda, G. 2.  Itron Maintenance Agreement
Motion to approve the agenda with the new addition of G.2.   made by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously
Minutes of the November 2, 2015 meeting were reviewed.  Raschke stated that in the Bradley street request the minutes should state, “Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke  to reject the claim presented by Wieme passed 4 to 1 with Mayor Peterson opposing.  
Public Express:  Dub Lutterman was present to request that the Police not park  impounded vehicles in the food shelf parking area.  Chief Spindler stated that he had moved the car for snow removal and the owners were going to pick up the vehicle within the next couple of days but have not been in to pick up the vehicle yet.  The food shelf would like the city to designate an area to put the impounded vehicles.  Utility worker Beck stated that there is a spot east of the round building that was intended for the impounded vehicles but the area is not the best right now as there is grass  and not gravel.  The area is fenced and locked and the police could use it.   Gravel will have to be installed in the Spring.  Chief Spindler will move the vehicle to the designated area  before the Food Shelf opens on Tuesday so the customers will have a place to park.
 Dale Wieme was present to request the city pay for his having to dig up the street in front of his property at the corner of Bradley Street and Lindwood Street as Wieme had to fix sewer lines.  Wieme is asking that the city pay for the asphalt bill which is $255 and the fixing of the line to Mike Thomas plumbing for $1,332.25 for a total of $1,587.75.  Wieme feels there were a couple of untrue items stated at the last meeting.  Wieme feels that the clay sewer lines were cracked and broken and that is how the trees roots got in the sewer lines. Dale Wieme feels this was not discussed right. Mayor Peterson asked if the roots were in the street.  Wieme stated he felt the tree roots were in the whole street.  Utility worker Beck stated that clay lines do not have to be cracked to have tree roots in it.     Council woman Raschke asked Mayor Peterson the reason he objected last month.  Mayor Peterson stated that he did not feel the street should be dug up. Councilman Harper stated with the amount of passage of time there is no way to prove one way or another what happened.  Harper stated he  just doesn’t  see real strong grounds here.  Harper stated he did not see any clear evidence to change the policy.  The council feels there is no reason to overturn their decision at this time.  
Spindler stated that he had added onto his house in 2007 when he did that he needed to remove the gas meter that was attached to the house,  the line was stubbed back at the curb.  Now he has switched to natural gas.  Since Spindler has had no line to his house for all these years  and he has been paying the natural gas connection and did not have a line he feels he should have the $6.00 monthly charge for the last 8 years  refunded back to his account. There never was natural gas to the house before.   Administrator Wolfington stated that the reason he pays the $6.00 charge is the service is there if he wants access to it.  As long as the service is ready to have the meter installed the $6.00 gets charged.    Councilman Harper would like to review the policy and discuss it at next month’s meeting.
Correspondence:  Mayor Peterson stated that he had received information from Southwest  Regional Development that they are seeking nominations to fill the Lincoln County Municipalities representative vacancy on their commission.  The nominee must be an elected municipal official within Lincoln County, Minnesota if anyone is interest please contact SWRD. 
City Council Comments:  Rashcke stated the TACC would like to thank the city for all the help with Browser night.   
Mayor Petersen stated that the open forum that he had scheduled last week was cancelled due to the weather and he will schedule  one in January or February.
Police Chief Report:  Chief of Police Spindler reported there were 19 calls of service.  A couple of arrests made were made.  The new police office is done and they are moved in.  
Frontier Telephone:  The police would like to incorporate their phone in with the city phone line.  The phone system  that the city has now is ten years old.  The new phone system will cost the City almost the same as what we are currently spending now.  The new phone system will also be able to incorporate the utility plant and the senior dining.  There are a number of options.  Councilman Petersen stated he would be on a committee to spearhead the phone system and will meet with city personnel and bring back options to the council.
City Attorney’s Report:  Nothing at this time
Utilities Report:   Administrator Wolfington stated that he has been working with MCPA on removing compacitators.  First snow removal last week and things worked good.  Matt and Dean will be attending electrical training December 8, 9 and 10.
Administrator’s Report:  Administrator Wolfington reported he interviewed three candidates for the utility position.  He is working on some background checks etc. and will be ready to offer the position soon. 
Motion to go into Truth in Taxation meeting by Harper seconded by Peterson passed unanimously.
No one present to discuss
Motion by Harper to close the Truth in Taxation meeting seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.
Budget discussion.  Administrator Wolfington stated that the budget does include $80,000 for the street work that the council would like to have done in 2016 for the first phase of the street project.  The electric fund  budgeted money  to begin  working on the remote read meters that the council would like to see.  The budget also has money for a new tractor in different funds.  The budget also has an increase in the electric fund customer service of  3.5%.  The sewer rates will increase  one more time to close out the last increase in the sewer line that took place over four years per resolution.  
Councilman Harper stated he would like the council to review the COLA wage increase for the employees.  
Motion by Harper seconded by Sanderson to accept the budget  for 2016 and passed unanimously.
Motion to increase the wages for employees per the COLA chart made by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.
Motion to set the Levy at $266,373 made by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.
Bee Ordinance:  Chris Johnson had a chance to review the ordinance and upon reviewing he feels  the ordinance is offering a great balance.  Johnson finds the ordinance very fair.  Mayor Peterson asked if someone was allergic to the bees and was stung would the city be liable.  The city insurance agent has indicated that the city would not be liable.  Utility worker Beck asked about the city being liable as far as spraying for mosquitos.  Johnson stated that he feels the spray is a natural biological spray.  Beck will find out what the mosquito spray has in it and will let Johnson know.  Legal Council Petersen asked about the ordinance stating area larger than 5 acres in the city limits having no limits on the number of hives.  It was suggested by the council to change the ordinance to 10 colonies for property larger than 5 acres.  Motion to approve ordinance with the larger than 5 acres with 10 colonies restriction made by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.  
Maple Street Variance:  Michael Williams is requesting a variance to build a garage  with side walls that are 14 feet high instead of the 10 feet requested by the building permit and the length would be 40 feet not the 48 feet as per building permit.  Mayor Petersen stated the code says  10 feet sidewalls and  sees no reason to change that.  Mayor Peterson feels this is a storage shed not a garage.  Councilman Sanderson feels there is a difference between residential and commercial when you are dealing with the size that they are talking about.   What do we determine as to big?  That’s why we have a code.  Council person Raschke stated you also have to look at the times and camping is a big deal, so building a garage with 10’ sidewalls would not allow for a camper to fit. Councilman Harper stated he is all for the resident having the  maximum amount of property rights.  The building will not look out of place as there is the county shed and storage sheds in the same area.  Motion to approve by Harper seconded by Raschke apposed Peterson, Petersen, Sanderson.  Rejected the variance for Maple Street with a 3 to 2 vote.
Liquor License renewals, Golf Course, Timber Tavern, Kronborg Inn.  Tobacco License renewals Family Dollar, Maynards, Bruenders, and Knutsons motion made by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.  
Airport Snow Removal:  Wayne Pearson who has done the snow removal the last few years has given the city a quote of $135 per hour for the 2016 year.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.
ITRON:  The city uses ITRON for  their water meter reader.  The city was not aware of this agreement when we purchased the meters.  To be able to have technical support and computer upgrades for our meter reader we will need to purchase the maintenance agreement.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously.  
Legal Council Petersen distributed a memorandum to the council regarding Tyler Healthcare.  Tyler Healtchare or Avera would like to acquire the land that the hospital is on.  At this point this property is mostly owned by the city.  Maintenance is being taken care of by the THC. Legal Council Petersen gave the council some options to consider.  After some discussion the council decided to have a Special Meeting to be scheduled with the TRED meeting that will be held on December 16, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Tyler Fire Hall. Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson to post notice of a Special Council to be December 16, 2015 combined with the TRED meeting at 5:30 p.m. .  There will also be a Public Meeting at the January Council Meeting for public express which will be held January 4, 2016 at 7:00 at the Tyler Fire Hall.
Larry Wyttenback was present to discuss some land exchange and is asking if the council would like to pursue this option.  He will come back to the council when there is more information available.
 Motion by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the bills.
Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to close the meeting for Administrator review.
Following the closed session the council approved a 4 percent pay increase as part of the COLA for the City Administrator position.

The motion was made by Sanderson and seconded by Petersen.



________________________________				_____________________________
Mayor Mervyn Peterson					Attested: Barb Powell-City Clerk
 

