Tyler City Council
Monday October 5, 2015
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Approved)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members  Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief SpindlerClerk Powell, Police Chief Spindler,  Mark Wilmes,  Gary Manson,  Keith Anderson, Patty Anderson,  Keith Lindeman, Curt Anderson, Christopher Johnson, Dale Wieme  and Kullen Stanek

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda:    Motion by Petersen, seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

  Motion by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2015 meeting.  

Public Express:  Mayor Peterson informed the guests of the public forum that each person could speak three minutes.  Dale Wieme was present to discuss his bill that he received from the City.  Dale stated that he has a house on 102 Linwood St and he did have to do some sewer work this summer.  Wieme stated that seven years ago he had come to the council and requested that the city dig up the street to fix the sewer line the council denied him of this seven years ago.  Wieme stated that he dug up the sidewalk and fixed the sewer lines which had tree roots in them and  replaced the sidewalk at that time.  This summer he did not have to replace any of the sidewalk but he did replace the asphalt from the center of the street to the sidewalk.  Wieme stated he has received a bill from the City for $255.50 for the asphalt work and from Mike Thomas Plumbing in the amount of $1,322.25 for the sewer line work.  Wieme believes that this should be the cities bills.  Wieme cleaned out the lines which had tree roots again. Council member Petersen stated that he would like to see the property lines and the infrastructure to see what is going on.  Wieme stated that he would be around if they had any questions.  Petersen stated the council would discuss more at the next council meeting in November.

Correspondence:  None

Council Comments – Mayor Peterson stated that he and the City Administrator will be hosting a community  meeting on October 20, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. for any community member that would have any questions or comments the meeting will be held at the utility building

Police Report:  Police Chief Spindler  presented  the police report.  There were 33 calls of service.  Seven administrative citations were given out.  There were a few family disturbances.  There was a burglary of a business one suspect was arrested that day and the next day the 2nd suspect was arrested.  The office remodel is coming along fine there was a small set back as there was a roof leak that needed to be fixed.

City Attorney Report:  Legal Council Petersen stated that city and the representatives of the hospital have been meeting and hope to have a public meeting soon.

Utility Report:  Administrator Wolfington stated that the water tower resurfacing is being worked on.  There was a defect with the paint used.   
  
Administrator Report:  Administrator Wolfington stated that he hopes to move up the office at city hall per the request of the personnel committee.

Action Items:

City Code:  Legal Council Petersen stated that in 2012 the City Codes were updated. Since then there have been a lot of revisions and updates.  Legal Council Petersen would like the council to budget $3,000 to $5,000 for the 2016 year to get the City Codes up to date again.  Legal Council will get more information and a better idea of how much it will cost to get codes updated and bring it to the meeting in November.

Chris Johnson was  present with Keith Lindeman and Curt Anderson to discuss the city code on farm animals.  Johnson would like to keep the bees that he presently has at his home.  Johnson feels that keeping of the bees bring pollinators to the neighborhood.  Presently Johnson is not in code with the bees as the bees are considered farm animals.  Johnson has stated that he has invested a fair amount of money in this project.  Johnson feels that two hives for the urban beekeeper would be plenty, with 50,000 to 60,000 bees per hive.  Johnson feels that the bees have changed his life for the better.  Johnson thanked the council for allowing him to come to the council meeting.  Johnson stated that bees can go to other yards but he does have a hedge that is pretty high so the bees would have to fly over that and he believes if they do go to other yards it is because they are looking for a new home for food or pollination.   Mayor Peterson asked Johnson if the council would decide that the bees need to be moved is there a good time.  Johnson stated that he would not believe the winter is a good time as the bees are in hibernation over the winter so the Spring would be good before the bees look for their first food.  Johnson stated that if the bees do go looking for food or pollination the could fly up to seven miles.  Lindeman stated that he believes the word bee is used to loosely.  Lindeman believe that a honey bee does not show up at your picnic.  Petersen made a motion with a second from Harper and passed unanimously to look over the livestock ordinance and come to the next council meeting with recommendations.

Insurance Update:  Kullen Stanek was present to present the insurance quote for the cities property insurance.  Stanek stated that the numbers are pretty stagnet.  There will be a reduction of $558 from last year to this year.  Stanek stated that street lights are not covered under the present policy.  Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to waive the statutory liability limits and add coverage in the amount of $20,000 for street lights.

TRED Request: Gary Manson was present to request the City of Tyler Council reinstate the $5,000 into the budget for 2016 to TRED.  The money will primarily be used for LCDC dues.  Councilman Harper stated that he remembers when the $5,000 was taken out of the budget.  The council was unhappy and dissatisfied with where LCDC invested the funds that they received from the City.  Councilman Harper asked Manson if he feels the situation has changed.  Manson stated the LCDC has changed immensely.  LCDC has given Tyler more representation on their board.  Manson stated the there were 106 requests for Tyler through the Explore Minnesota website.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to budget $5,000 to TRED for 2016.

Utility Worker Update: Councilman Harper stated that the City has been operating short staffed.  The personnel Committee would like to advertise for a utility worker and have them in place for the winter for snow removal.  Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to advertise for a utility worker and decided at their six month probation if we would need to keep them.  

Councilman Harper state that the personnel committee has been working on options of hiring a lineman or going with REA or a couple other options.  The contract they are looking at with REA is for one year and the City would have to give a 6 month cancelation notice if they decide they want out of the contract.

Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper passed unanimously to pay the bills for September.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting.


__________________________________		_______________________________
Approved: Mervyn Peterson, Mayor			Attested: Barb Powell, City Clerk
