Tyler City Council
April 2, 2012
Minutes
Approved

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

Present Mayor Thomsen, Council members Denny, Peterson, Harper; Legal Council Glen A Petersen, City Administrator Bruce Williams, employees John Spindler, Dean Beck, Barb Powell,
Guests present Bill Helget, Steven Hurd, Larry DeBoer, Sharon Jacobson, John Utoft, Goodmund Broin, Lavaine Johnson, Marilyn Peters, Margie Bornhoft, Jeannie Blomgren, Brandon Novak and Curt Madsen.

Open Forum- The majority of the guests present would like to see a Danish flag on the water tower.   Discussion took place as to the color scheme and how they could put the flag on the tower.  Sharon thought a white tower with the Danish flag would be attractive.  She commented that we could use the tower to market Tyler as a form of a billboard.  The comment was made that there are some standards of the American Flag not having any other flag flying higher than the American Flag.  The council will take into consideration all of the comments and use their own good judgment as to the water tower graphics.

Police report was given by John Spindler.  There has been some phone scams that people should be aware of.  School bus stop arm violations on Highway 14 have been an issue and between the City police in Tyler and Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department, enforcement will occur.

Tyler Golf course lease with City of Tyler:  There needs to be the amount of rent and length of time for the lease agreement.  The golf course has their own liability insurance.  The council would like the Golf Course to give them a three year plan on what their building and expansion plans are.  The Golf Course board would like to see a five year lease agreement.  After much discussion regarding property taxes, mowing, mowing equipment, airport pilot room and the golf course’s new equipment shed a motion was made by Harper that they could take back to the golf course board of a two year lease and payment would be 50% of the non city portion of the property taxes.  Peterson seconded with the contingency that the Golf Club must come up with a plan for the city to use for the next five years that show the golf course taking more responsibility for the non city portion of the property taxes.

Bill Helget was present to update on the water project.  The main operation left is  paving of the streets and the clean up items.  There is no set startup date for this.  Helget requested a partial pay #1 to Dakota Supply Group for the water meters with 5% retainage for a total of $29,376.16.  Motion made by Harper seconded by Denney passed unanimously.
The old meters are the cities property.  The elevated water storage tank- fabrication and deliver in the amount of $146,811.10 to Caldwell.  Motion by Peterson, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously.  There was also discussion regarding a possible change order to the meter aspect of the project.  Bill will follow up and inform the council at the April 16, 2012 council meeting.

Motion to open the public hearing for the Proposed Severe weather sirens for Tyler.  Motion by Harper seconded by Peterson passed unanimously.  No comments from the public. 

City Administrator has received information that the WAPA rates will be raised due to the Secretary of Energy’s recent memorandum.  Motion by Denney seconded by Harper to approve the WAPA contract.  Motion made by Denney seconded by Harper to approve a resolution to the opposing memorandum from the Secretary of Energy.

City Administrator requested that we open another savings account for our planned expenditures for the utility department. We will have the same signor’s on this account as the other general business accounts.  Motion was made by Peterson seconded by Denney and passed unanimously.  

Dean Beck gave the utility report.  Bruce has started removing stumps.  Streets are swept for spring cleaning.  Burn site is now on full schedule which is Wednesday 5-8 pm. Friday 9am to Noon; Saturday 10am to 4pm and Sunday 1pm to 4pm.  The water tower crew will not be here that long they have 20 days to construct the tower.  Kent Mikkelsen from the community ed program is going to get sports teams active performing community service.  Volunteers need to sign forms.  A few residents that don’t want Thomas Plumbing into their residence to do the meters cannot hire another plumber as they are not contracted.  The City Attorney and the City administrator will come up with a policy of how this will work. We also need to come up with a City abatement policy Bruce and the City Attorney will work on this also.

April 16, 2012 will be the board of equalization and appeal at 7:00 pm.  There was a special election on March 27, 2012 voting was for 13 hours and we had 23 voters.  Next election will be April 10, 2012 at the high school from 7am to 8 pm

Bruce will research and seek pre-approval for a loan option that the League has with zero interest for the first year and then 3% after that.  These funds could be used to help build or purchase a new utility building.

Mayor Report- the Lions club is looking for money for the electronic sign that they are buying for downtown Tyler.  There was some discussion and tabled until April 16, 2012.

Motion to approve the bills by Denney seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.
Meeting was closed to discuss a personnel issue.

Meeting came back to order.  The City Council announced their intention to increase the City Administrator’s salary to $46,500.00 annually and to pay a $1,500.00 performance bonus.  Motion made by Harper, seconded by Thomsen and passed unanimously.

Motion to adjourn by Harper seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.
