Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
Monday August 6, 2012
Tyler Fire Hall
Minutes (Approved)

The Monday August 6, 2012 meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Thomsen, Council Members Denney, Harper, Mundt, Petersen, City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Peterson, employees present, Beck, Bloch and Haroldson, also present Bill Helget, Frank Hobart, Jessica Thouson and Robert Wolfington III.

Motion by Mundt seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda

Motion by Denney seconded by Mundt and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2012 city council meeting.

Public Express: No one spoke at Public Express. 

Police Chief Report: Police Officer Eric Bloch was present to give the Police Chief Report. Officer Bloch reported that the Aebleskiver weekend went well with the exception of underage drinking issues at the Saturday night dance. Councilman Harper asked if any citations were issued these violations to which Officer Bloch replied “no”. Councilman Harper noted that the police must have had to prioritize that night.  

Water Project: Bill Helget was present. He informed the Council that next month he will be submitted the final pay estimate for Duininck and the two year warranty period will begin. Bill has spoken with Thomas Plumbing and the meters will all be in before the final deadline. However, the meter valves added per the required change order will take a little longer to complete. Bill estimates that the water tower will be disinfected next week and may be online within thirty days. Bill then presented the Council with a partial pay to Caldwell Tanks for $12,825.00 and requested approval. There will be a change order coming for the relocating of the controls of the new tower from the previously designated location (the old utility building) to the actual tower base. As the City will either be using the old utility building for cold storage or demolishing it, the controls need to be located somewhere where they won’t be subject to freezing. Motion by Mundt seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the partial pay estimate to Caldwell Tanks for $12,825.00. 

Public Nuisance Abatement: City Administrator Williams opened this item by bringing the Council up-to-date on the public nuisance abatement on 306 E. McArthur. Williams informed the Council that while progress has been made; his feeling was that a public nuisance still existed on Mr. Hobart’s property. Photographs were presented to the Council for their review. Frank Hobart was present and argued that, according to the municipal code, there wasn’t a public nuisance present on this property. Mr. Hobart stated that the municipal code does not prohibit operable farm equipment and that all of his equipment was operable. The City Attorney stated that farm equipment, operable or not, is not allowed within residential zones. The City Administrator informed the Council that, according to the code, the matter would now be turned over to the City Attorney for action. The City Attorney confirmed this and informed the Council that the next step was for the Council to rule that a public nuisance did exist on Mr. Hobart’s property and instruct the City Attorney to move forward with civil proceedings. Motion by Peterson seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to affirm that a public nuisance exists at 306 E. McArthur Street and direct the City Attorney to move forward with an abatement order. 

Consideration of Municipal Code Chapter 9 Amendments: City Administrator Williams reviewed the items brought before the Council at the July meeting’s Public Express regarding the City’s rules on vaccination requirements for licensing and kennels. Jessica Thouson was in attendance to ask the Council to amend the rules regarding vaccinations and kennels. After several minutes of discussion, it was determined that vaccination for distemper would still be required in order to get a dog license in Tyler. Jessica then suggested that documented proof of the distemper antibody can act as a substitute for the vaccination. Williams suggested that Jessica get suggested municipal code language to him for Council consideration at the September meeting. Kennels were then discussed. Currently, the City code defines a kennel as three or more dogs. Jessica suggested that the City would be better served raising the limit or doing away with it. Williams informed the Council that cities have the right to regulate the number of dogs in a household and suggested that increasing the number of dogs would not be good policy. The Council then discussed how it would handle a pet shop or similar business as Jessica is considering trying to open a dog training business in town and would likely have more than three dogs staying at her possible future place of business. There was then discussion as to whether or not the Council would, could or should approve a business like this based on the current code not allowing for a kennel in any zone. Motion by Harper, seconded by Thomsen to task staff with developing proposed language regarding the boarding of dogs in commercial zones. Harper, Thomsen and Peterson voted for and Denney and Mundt voted against. Motion passed three to two. The City Attorney then discussed the need to modify Chapter 9 of the municipal code to disallow farm animals in any zone within the City (as stipulated in other sections of the code). However, a fairgrounds exception must first be addresses in the proposed language.  The City Attorney will bring something back to the Council that has language accommodating the fairgrounds. 

Consideration of Repair or Demolition of Old Utility Building: City Administrator Williams informed the Council that the roof repair on the old utility building will cost $154,000 and suggested the Council consider demolishing the old utility and block buildings and build the new storage building. The Council approved of the concept and instructed the Administrator to move forward with asbestos testing on the old utility and block buildings. There was further discussion on whether or not underground fuel tanks might be present and the possibility of obtaining a grant for possible demolition.
 
Grant Agreement – MN DOT – Airport Mower: City Administrator presented the proposed Airport Mower Grant Agreement and Resolution to the Council. This grant obligates the City for $11,622.66 of the total mower cost. Williams noted that there was $13,000 budgeted this year for participation in this grant. Motion by Mundt seconded by Peterson and approved unanimously to approve the grant agreement and resolution in order to obtain the grant.

Auditor’s Proposed Contract: City Administrator Williams presented the proposed contract for audit services for FY 2012. Williams noted that the late clause, as suggested by Council, had been incorporated into the proposed language. After a brief discussion, motion was made by Harper seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the contract for FY 2012 audit services with Meulebroeck, Taubert & Company.

Utility Superintendent Report: Utility Superintendent Dean Beck was present to give his report. Beck reported that they had spent considerable time with the pool and preparing for the Aebleskiver Days celebration. 

City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Williams briefed the Council on several topics. The first was the required ordinance language that goes along with the zoning change approved by the City Council at the July 2nd meeting. Motion by Denney seconded by Thomsen and passed unanimously to approve Ordinance ___ to allow for the rezoning of Danebod Add’n Part of Government Lot 2, also classified as Parcel Number 20-0670-000 from Commercial (C1) to Business (B1). Williams then requested the Council change the job title of the Administrative Assistance/Deputy Registrar to Deputy City Clerk/Registrar and Accounting Clerk and pay this position the same compensation as the Utility Billing Clerk position. Motion was made by Denney seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the proposed title and compensation change. Williams then briefed the Council on several changes they might see proposed in the fall to municipal pool policy. Some of these items included lifeguard compensation, season pass guidelines and a possible seasonal position to manage the pool. Williams then presented the proposed sidewalk repair bill for 113 Highland Court. Williams explained that the sidewalk was being replaced and the owner was seeking $145 in financial participation due to the method in which the PFA Water Project contractor installed the new portion of the sidewalk. Motion by Mundt seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to pay $145 toward the sidewalk repair at 113 Highland Court. Williams then handed out copies of a letter received by the City over the weekend. The letter was regarding the possible lease or purchase by a third party of Stoney Point Park. Since this could be a future agenda item, Williams wanted the Council to have copies.

Mayor’s Report: While Mayor Thomsen had nothing to report, Councilman Harper wanted the Council to know that the City should start thinking about possible residential building sites. Harper indicated that he had experienced interest in people moving to Tyler but that they were looking for sites to build new housing. The Mayor reported that this had been a recent topic for TRED and there was awareness that this is indeed a need. 

City Attorney’s Report: The City Attorney had nothing to report.

Approve Bills: Motion by Denney seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve bills.
