Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
September 8, 2014
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Monday, September 8, 2014 meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:05 p.m.

Present: Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members Petersen, Harper, Denney and Peterson. Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Chief of Police John Spindler and City Clerk Powell. Guests present included Bill & Shelly Tiede, Karen Meyer, Larry Wyttenback and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda. Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2013 City Council meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
City Council Comment:  No Council Comment

Correspondence:  No Correspondence

Public Express:  Larry Wyttenback was present and voiced his and several other Tyler business owners   concern regarding the poor cable service that the City receives from Mediacom.  Larry reported that in the last month or two Mediacom has been down 8 to 10 times, which is hard on businesses with credit card machines and phones. Larry would like to see the Council to research other cable companies that might be interested in servicing the City of Tyler. Larry said the school has fiber optic service from Woodstock telephone and is wondering what our options are in perhaps connecting with them. The Council took Larry’s comments under advisement and will instruct the new city administrator to do research on the cable services the City has and any other companies that might be available to service Tyler. 

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 70 calls for service with nothing out of the ordinary.  The US14 detour has made County Road 8 very busy and they have written a quite a few administrative citations this last month. Mayor Thomsen commented that he would have liked more administrative citations issued prior to August. The Marsh Street theft turned out to be a relative and the pool theft has turned out to be unfounded. Chief Spindler advised the Council that he had found a place in Balaton that will take the dogs that he apprehends and they will keep them and then dispose of them if no one claims them.  He will bring a contract from the company to the City as soon as he receives it. 
 Tiede Property Discussion:  City Administrator Williams reported that at the regular August City Council meeting, it was brought to the attention of the Council that the Ballard property was under new ownership and had six head of cattle on it illegally. Council had instructed Williams to notify the new owners of the violation and ask that they remove the cattle. Williams reported that the property is now owned by Bill and Shelly Tiede and that they had received a letter from the City in August and were here to discuss the issue with the Council. Williams reminded the Council that farm animals used to be allowed within the City limits with an approved conditional use permit but that several years ago, the Council had added sections 16.62.10 and 16.62.11 which prohibit the Council from considering. The sheep that were sometimes on the Ballard property were allowed through a grandfather clause since that particular use had been in effect before the added sections took effect. The Tiede’s would like the Council to consider removing sections 16.62.10 & 16.62.11, which would allow the Council to consider a conditional use permit for the keeping of farm animals om a pasture or feed lot on a case by case basis.   Tiede stated that the best use of that land is a pasture and he would take suggestions if anyone could think of a better use for it. He would like to upgrade the fences but would like to be assured that it can be used for pasture before he invests the monies in improving that land for that use. If it is necessary he will attempt to de-annex his land out of the City but would like to work with the City and come to a mutual agreement.  Williams reminded the Council that much of the mechanics for a conditional use process for pastures or feedlots was currently in the code and that the removal of the two previously noted sections would allow the Council to consider pastures or feedlots on a case by case basis. He also noted that such a code change could be considered at the October meeting should the Council choose this direction and, if approved at the October meeting, conditional use permits for such uses could then be considered at the November meeting. After much discussion, Harper made the motion for the city staff and City Attorney to draft the necessary changes to the code to allow for conditional use permits on a case by case basis for pastures or feedlots and organize the public hearing for such a change at the October Council meeting.  Several Council members made the comment that such a change, if approved, does not indicate an inferred approval of any applicants conditional use permit. But rather, only that it can be considered by the Council. The City of Tyler should have the Conditional Use applications available at that meeting for any interested applicants. The motion was seconded by Petersen.  Those in favor: Harper, Petersen and Thomsen. Denney and Peterson opposed.  Motion passed 3 to 2.
Preliminary 2014 Levy:  Administrator Williams presented Resolution 14-05 which adopts a proposed property levy at $276,618. Williams noted that this represents an eight (8) percent increase over last year. He reminded the Council that the preliminary levy is set high and that typically the Council adopts a lower final levy in December.  Tyler has the highest municipal tax capacity in Lincoln County but has kept its property tax levies low and enjoys the best levy to tax capacity ratio of any municipality in Lincoln County.  Motion made by Harper, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve Resolution 14-05 for the Preliminary 2014 Property Tax Levy (collectable in 2015) at an eight (8) percent increase or $276,618. 
Close out of Clinic Bond Account:  The City had bonded for the clinic improvements years ago and had to start a fund for the deposit/separation of such monies. There is a balance remaining in that account and the Auditors recommend closing it out at this time and distributing the remaining funds to appropriate accounts. However, the staff needs Council approval to do so. The Auditors recommend placing the balance in the Electric and Sewer funds. Motion made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to close the clinic account and distribute the funds as recommended by the Auditors.
WARN Membership:  Administrator Williams presented a proposed resolution that would allow the City of Tyler to join MN WARN (Minnesota Water/Wastewater Agency Emergency Response Network) which would offer immediate assistance to member cities in the case of emergencies or disasters.  MN WARN promotes and supports a statewide response to utility emergencies and disaster through mutual assistance for water, wastewater and storm water utilities in Minnesota.  Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve Resolution 14-06 allowing for membership in Minnesota’s Water/Wastewater Agency Emergency Response Network.  
First Independent Bank - Authorized Signatures:  Administrator Williams informed the Council that he was the only authorized person to sign on these accounts and recommended he be taken off and the City Clerk Barb Powell be put on in his place. Motion made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to remove Administrator Bruce Williams and add City Clerk Barb Powell as the authorized signature for accounts at First Independent Bank.
City Administrator/Utility Report:   Administrator Williams informed the council that Minnesota DOT has yet to confirm the City’s grant debt should the City decide to close the airport. Williams is meeting with MN DOT on September 25th and should be able to obtain a certified payoff amount. Unless a Council member has an objection, Administrator Williams will be letting MN DOT know that the City of Tyler does not have any current projects to place on the five year CIP.  This is because he is unaware of any particular need for the airport and the desire for the City not to accumulate any more MN DOT grant debt. No Councilmember voiced opposition to this action. 
Administrator Williams informed the council that he approved a 3.2 temporary alcohol license for the Church of St. Dionysius . The Administrator was granted the ability several years ago by the Council for routine requests regarding repetitious events that have been done in previous years.  
Williams then presented an updated electrical work list to the Council.  A significant amount of the work has been accomplished by Bob and Ryan in the last year.  He reminded the Council that there is a scheduled outage for September 15th in the early morning hours to complete the substation overhaul project. 
 Administrator Williams presented City Clerk Powell to update the Council on the elections.  Clerk Powell requested that the Council accept Doretta Vinson to the election judge list.  Clerk Powell also requested that the Council consider raising the pay for the election judges to $12.50 per hour and the two head election judges to $15.00 per hour. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to add Doretta Vinson to the election judge roster and to raise election judge pay to $12.50 per hour with the two head judges receiving $15.00 per hour.
Williams then reminded the Council that they reviewed Clerk Powell’s job requirements and work product last month when it was deemed that Powell had passed probation. The Council had then instructed Williams to bring back more information on previous recommendations as to post-probationary pay level. Williams presented his previous memo from last January when Powell was promoted along with recommendations made back then as well as a salary list of all City and Utility employees for the Council to consider. After a brief discussion, a motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to pay Clerk Powell $20.19 per hour retroactive to September 1.
City Administrator then updated the Council on the extended City Administrator application period. He first noted that two applications had been received after the deadline and asked the Council if they wanted to accept these applications.  The Council decided to not accept late applications. The City had received six additional applications in the extended application period. After some discussion, it was decided to interview applicant #5 (Robert Wolfington). A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to interview Wolfington on September 10th at 5:00 p.m. 
City Attorney Report:  Legal Council Petersen presented the Equitable Cost Sharing Agreement with Tyler Healthcare Center (THC) to the Council. He briefly explained the need to have the Council review the proposed documents last week as there had been a deadline for submittal of September 5th. Petersen briefly updated the Council on any corrections he had recommended and on his discussions with the State of Minnesota on this agreement.  

Approve Bills:  Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the bills.

Meeting adjourned




____________________________________		____________________________________
Approved: Kurt Thomsen, Mayor			Attested: Brue Williams, City Administrator

