Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
June 2, 2014
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The regular June 2014 council meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:02 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members, Denney, Petersen, Harper and Peterson.  Others present included City Administrator Williams, Chief of Police John Spindler and Clerk Powell.  Guests present Brandon Novak, Jeanna Sommers,  Robert Wolfington III,  

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes: Administrator Williams requested that three items C, D and E be added to the Correspondence.  Motion made by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with the three additions. 

Motion made by Darrel, seconded by I Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the  May 5, 2014 City Council meeting.

Correspondence:  City Administrator Williams presented a letter from Dan Johnson expressing displeasure at the possible closure of the airport.  

City Administrator Williams presented an email from Dale Kruger with concerns about traffic at the corner of Willow Street and Highland Court.  Administrator Williams suggested putting in a 4 way stop at the intersection.  The utility Department will also paint the east side of the street  back two car lengths so there is no distractions close to the intersection.  It was also suggested that the cross walk to be painted to emphasize that it is a crosswalk.  Motion made by Harper seconded by M Peterson to put in a  4 way stop and paint the crosswalk and passed unanimously.

Administrator Williams presented an email from a neighbor of 307 S Tyler St.  requesting that something be done about the backyard.  Council approved Administrator Williams  go and talk to the resident as he has talked to him before.  

Administrator Williams received a letter from a resident about his utility bill.  Williams has been working on this and will go talk to the resident.

Administrator Williams received a letter offering to put a bench at the Skating Rink.  Williams presented pictures of the bench and asked the council for approval for the resident to put the bench there, council approved.

Public Express:  No Public Express  

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 50 calls in the month with 20 citations given out.  There has been a lot of traffic with the detour on the pool road.  There is a mph sign on the pool road  Mayor Thomsen told the council if we need that moved he can call the DOT and get it moved to the other lane.

Siren Maintenance Proposal:  Emergency Management  representative from Lincoln County Jeanna Sommers was present to propose a preventive maintenance contract for the City’s sirens.   Sommers stated that she has done research on the maintenance contracts and feel this is the best option with West Shore Services , Inc.  The County has approved the agreement for the county sirens and equipment at the Sheriff’s Office.  This is an annual agreement and on the 4th year the batteries would be replaced on all three of the cities signs and inspection of all aspects of the sirens from mechanical to electrical and testing.   The cost is $650 per year per sign that would be bundled together.  Motion made by M Peterson seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the maintenance agreement for the signs for 4 years.

Proposed Golf Course Lease:  Representatives Brandon Novak and       were present from the Tyler Golf Course were present to discuss the Lease for the next year.  Novak asked the council to approve a two year lease and the total tax bill by the city of Tyler is $15,620 of which $7,878 eventually comes back to Tyler with a balance of $7,742 to be paid by the Golf Course would the council split the balance with them.  Administrator Williams proposed a two year lease with one year being  lease payment of $4,000 and the next year at $6,000.  Novak informed the council that they had 7,000 attendees at the golf course in 2013.  Novak told the council they have cut back on staff and are only going to use what they need to run for this year.  They are looking into grants for improvements.  Motion was made by Harper seconded by I Petersen to have the golf course read that there will be a two year lease with the lease payment being $4,000 for 2014 and $6,000 for 2015 and passed unanimously.

Allocation of WAPA Energy- Approval of Heartland IRP:  Administrator Williams presented document from Heartland of a submission of an IRP for small customers in order to keep our hydropower allocation from WAPA.  Heartland prepares and submits this plan to WAPA every five years on our behalf.  Motion by M Peterson seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to pass Resolution 14-4 adopting the integrated resource plan for small customers.

City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Williams came back and informed the council that he has been investigating the first steps of closing the municipal airport.  Administrator did state that if we start the Notice of Intent to Close the Airport we can switch directions if we would decide to.  After some discussion it was decided that the Council should have a public meeting to understand the different levels of use the airport.  Administrator Williams will come back to the council and have facts on payback of land acquisitions.  Decisions for the airport closure have been tabled until next month.

Personnel Policy- Extended Illness Bank:  When an employee leaves employment with the City a certain amount of their respective EIB banks is refunded to them.  An employee, retiring after over twenty years of service, by the current personnel policy would receive 50% of their EIB refunded to them.  However, the practice has been to refund 100% of their EIB balance.  Motion by Harper seconded by M Peterson and passed unanimously to refund the current retiring employee 100%.  The Personnel committee will be meeting to update the current personnel policy.  

Utility Worker:  Administrator Williams informed the council that we had 11 applications for the Utility position open.  The personnel committee has met and recommended Josh Keifer for the position.  Motion by I Petersen seconded by M Peterson and passed unanimously to hire Josh Keifer for the new utility position.

Pool Update:  The pool opened on May 31, 2014.  Dean has been working on getting everything working at the pool.

Administrator Williams gave his resignation to the Council after being the City Administrator for 3 years.  He will be done with service on October 6, 2014.  Administrator Williams expressed his desire to advertise, organize and interview the applicants for the City Administrator position.  There has been many positive changes in the City of Tyler during Administrator Williams tenure here in Tyler.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to accept Administrator Williams resignation.

Motion to accept the bills made by Denney, seconded by M Peterson and passed unanimously.

Motion by I Petersen Seconded by M Peterson and passed unanimously to close the meeting for personnel evaluation.

Closed session:  City Clerk Powell presented to the council Sandra Bakker’s 6 month evaluation.  After questions from the council the council approved hiring Bakker full time with a 5% raise. 

Meeting adjourned
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