Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
                                                                              December 15, 2014
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Special City  council meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:08 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members, Denney, Petersen, Harper and Peterson.  Others present included City Administrator Wolfington, Chief of Police John Spindler and Clerk Powell.  Guests present Tim Sanderson, Dean Beck, Ryan Rutgers, Dan Broin, Jim Jensen, Gary Manson, Larry Wyttenback, Mr. and Mrs. Cal Nielsen, Mark Wilmes, Eric Bloch, Darren Lutterman, Monica Lutterman, Kari Dass, Tasha Dass, Cindy Koenig, Sherm Dezeeeuw, Mic Vandevere, Rick Geinhardt, Julie Geinhardt, Steve Hess, Joe Drietz, Barry Christensen, Brad Wilmes, David Haroldson, Wayne Pearson, Larry DeBoer, Robert Zeug, Kelly Dybdahl, Chad Meester, Craig Hess, Nathan Althoff, Lyle Hanson and John Thomson  

Mayor Thomsen told the audience that Councilman Harper would read the proposed agreement and he would like it if Harper read the whole agreement before any one made any comments.  Mayor Thomsen then asked the council if they would like to say anything before the agreement was read.  Councilman Peterson stated that he was glad to see so many citizens at the meeting and they are welcome to come anytime.

The proposed agreement addressed services that would be provided by the County.  The city drafted a proposed agreement based on an agreement in service for the City of Bird Island.  
The contract would have provided for:  The assignment of 1.5 fulltime equivalent deputies to service the city based upon a rate of 2,080 hours per F.T.E. for a total of 3,120 hours of annual law enforcement; the county would furnish and supply all necessary labor, supervision, equipment, communication facilities and dispatching, transcription services and supplies necessary to carry out the agreement; the city would not be liable for compensation to any county employee for injury or sickness arising out of this contract; the agreement would be for 2 years, after which the contract could be renewed for successive three year periods; compensation from the city would be paid quarterly with payments of $27,436.50 per quarter for 2015, $29,73.50 per quarter for 2016 and $32,116.00 per quarter for 2017; the city would retain ownership of all law enforcement equipment and would be allowed to dispose of it at their discretion; an attorney designated by the city would prosecute all criminal code violations that occur within the city; the city would agree to a garage for storage of a vehicle and provide office space and office supplies and equipment as well as furnish heat, electricity, telephone service and internet services within that office space; the county would submit monthly activity reports detailing the activities within the city, including citations and arrests.

Mayor Thomsen stated the council would like to hear what the public had to say.

Several citizens gave many comments on why they opposed the agreement.  Police Union Representative David Camper questioned whether the county could provide the proper services if there were a major emergency in another area of the county.  He stated “this is not a great contract for the City of Tyler, it doesn’t guarantee you anything.”  

Mayor Thomsen stated that the city council has put a lot of time and research into the proposed agreement.  The new council will make the decision if we keep the police department.

Motion made by Harper seconded by Thomsen to rescind the previous motion to lay off Chief Spindler from the October 6, 2014 meeting motion passed unanimously.

The personnel committee will negotiate Chief Spindler’s union contract and bring it before the council.  

Administrator Wolfington presented the amended budget to the council.  Motion made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the amended budget.

Meeting adjourned at 6:56 pm
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