City of Tyler
Council Meeting
Tyler Fire Hall
November 10, 2014
Minutes (Approved)


The Monday, November 10, 2014 special meeting to change Chapter 16 of the Tyler City Ordinances was  called to order by Mayor Thomsen at 7:00 pm present Mayor Thomsen, Denney,  Petersen, Harper, Administrator Wolfington, City Attorney Petersen, Clerk Powell, Chief of Police Spindler, Tim Sanderson, Kathy and Jim Miranowski, Bill Tiede, Neil Ballard,  John Thomsen, Lincoln County Sheriff Chad Meester, Al Barber, Nick from MNDOT, Dean Beck, and Steven Hurd
Mayor Thomsen asked if there were any comments about the proposed changes to Chapter 16.  Kathy Miranowski stated they are not in favor of the changes to the city code.  As property owners they feel that  the change  affects them directly.  Miranowski asked if the council has looked into putting set back requirements  into the proposal for the conditional use proposal.  Mayor Thomsen stated this would change things so each conditional use application would be on a case by case basis.  
Motion to close the special meeting by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously
Mayor Thomsen called to order the regular November 10, 2014 Council meeting at 7:10 pm.  
Administrator Wolfington  changed the name on one item to the agenda, 4.  Amendment to Chapter 16 Tyler City Code.
Motion to approve the agenda with the name change of 4. made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously
Motion by Petersen seconded by Denney to approve the minute from the October 6, 2014 meetings and passed unanimously.
Canvassing Elections:  Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to accept the election result of Merv Petersen with 361 votes as Mayor with 31 write ins
Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to accept the election results for City Council Members Tim Sanderson with 316, Erick Harper with 282 votes
Amendment to Chapter 16 Ordinance change: Legal Council Petersen presented Chapter 16 of the City Ordinance pertaining to the Land Use. Legal Council Petersen found a number of items that he felt should be addressed the first being Pastures, the proposed ordinance will change the definition of a pasture to area of at least three (3) acres in size and limit its use to cattle, horses and sheep. No other farm animals would be permitted. Pastures would be conditional uses in A1 zones and not permitted or allowed by conditional use anywhere else within the city. The second Parking, other changes include modifications to the parking spaces. Presently, the code requires that churches have 1 off street parking place for every 4 seats. Legal Council Petersen doesn’t believe any of the churches in town meet this requirement and it would seem unfair to ask a new church to abide by different rules. The same can be said for mortuaries and retail stores in the downtown district. Amortized uses: cities are no longer able to amortize non-confirming with the same owner. Previously a home in an area zoned for business development would eventually be amortized out under the current code. The state no longer authorizes this and the use must be allowed to continue until the use ends or there is a change in the occupancy of the property. Legal Council Petersen would like the council to consider requiring excavations to obtain building permits. This has been a source of confusion in the past when people have sought to lay pads or sidewalks. If the work would require excavation then a permit would be required. This might also be helpful with identifying utility issues before the work is undertaken. The current code uses the term “special use” State law makes reference to “conditional Uses” and our code should be consistent with the statutory language.  Motion made by Harper seconded by Petersen to accept the amendments to the Chapter 16 Code for the City of Tyler.
MNDOT – Highway 14 detour:  Nick from the MNDOT was  present to update the council on the Highway 14 road improvement.  Nick stated the MNDOT has finished paving and doing shoulder work east of Florence.  The shorter detour will take effect on Wednesday November 12, 2014.  The road west of Florence is in a flood mitigation area.  The experts from MNDOT thought the settlement of the clay would take a couple months it is taking longer than expected it has settled 2 feet and they are waiting for it to settle 3 to 5 feet.  If they leave it settle over the winter it should be good in the spring to finish their work.  Nick stated they will be putting up a sign for the businesses on Highway 14 in the City of Tyler to direct them to their place of business but that is about all they can do.  
Danebod Ditch Clean-up:  Danebod has done some ditch clean up and has asked the city to participate financially in the cleanup as it in effect helps the city.  Danebod has asked for $1,000.  Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to reimburse Danebod $1,000 but they would like it if Danebod would have asked for the financial help before they did the work.
City Council Comments: None 
Public Express: No one present for public express
Police Chief Report: Chief of Police Spindler reported there were 30 calls to service the month of October. There hasn’t been anything out of the ordinary.
Police Chief Contract Discussion:  Mayor Thomsen stated he would like to see the City of Tyler have a joint powers agreement with the City of Lake Benton or Lincoln County for police patrol in the City.  Mayor Thomsen feels the city could save money by contracting with Lincoln County and had asked Lincoln County Sheriff Chad Meester to be present to discuss options.  Sheriff Meester said he would be interested in discussing some options.  Mayor Thomsen asked for a committee to start the proceedings of meeting with the County and with the City of Lake Benton to look at options and then come back to the council with a report.  Mayor Thomsen would like to see this done before the December meeting.  The committee will be Harper, Petersen, Administrator Wolfington and Legal Council Petersen.  Legal Council Petersen suggested there be an open meeting at the December 1 City Council meeting.  
Tyler Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Al Barber and John Thomsen were present to ask the council if they could surplus a couple of their old trucks.  The Fire Department would like to surplus the 1963 International and the 1987 Ford Van.  Motion made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to allow the Fire Department to surplus the two vehicles.  
Bank Signatures: Administrator Wolfington asked the council if he could take the previous administrator Williams name off our accounts and add his.  Motion made by Denney seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to add Administrator Wolfington to the signature card at Citizen State Bank in Tyler.
City Administrator Report: Administrator Wolfington informed the council that he had a meeting with Bolton and Menk Engineer Bill Helget about the water tower paint.  There is paint chips on the water tower and they met with the contractor and there seems to be a bonding issue with the paint so the contractor will meet with the paint company and there will be a complete fix of the paint not just patch job.
Administrator Wolfington informed the council that he is working on the budget for December meeting.
Administrator Wolfington thanked the council for allowing him the opportunity to be in his position.
City Attorney Report: Legal Council Petersen informed the council that Ditch 33 drains from Tyler.  The tile in Ditch 33 is no longer working.  The County and the DNR are petitioning for improvements.  The city should consider that they will be assessed for the ditch and this will have a huge impact on the City as it will cost $40,000 for the cities share.  
Motion by Petersen seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the bills.
Meeting adjourned.

__________________________				_______________________________________
Approved: Kurt Thomsen Mayor				Attested: Robert Wolfington, City Administrator
