Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
March 4, 2013
7:00 pm
Minutes (Pending)

The regular March 2013 council meeting was called to order by Mayor Thomsen at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Thomsen, Council Members Petersen, Harper, Denney and Peterson.  Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Utility Superintendent Beck, Chief of Police Spindler and Deputy Clerk Powell.  Guests present included Carolyn Lutterman, George Ruhman, John Bornhoft, Margey Bronhoft, Elsie Zimmerman, Pastor Jenni Thuel, Karen Koester, Marlys Dybdahl, Arnold Dam  and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2013 City Council meeting.

Correspondence:  City Administrator Williams presented a letter from Southwest Initiative Foundation requesting an appropriation to them.  

City Administrator Williams then presented a letter from Lincoln County requesting that the City hold its annual Board of Appeal and Equalization on Monday, April 15th at 7:00 p.m. Motion by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to hold the City’s annual Board of Appeal and Equalizations on Monday, April 15th at 7:00 p.m.

City Administrator Williams also presented the calendar for the Board of Appeal and Equalization make-up training and asked council members to consider attending the Willmar session so we have two qualified councilmembers.

Public Express:  The visitors were present to represent the Food Shelf.  They were requesting the Council approve the concept of using two of the garages attached to City Hall for Food Shelf use. The Food Shelf representatives stated that they were no longer interested in the Chat and Chew building as it requires a lot of work and money to fix it up and they only have about $6,000 to put towards improving some building.  They would require 800 square feet for a good food shelf.  Mayor Thomsen stated that this is a good community project where the Lions club and the Kiawanis and any other volunteer help would be welcome to come and help. Motion by Denney seconded by Harper and approved unanimously to have City Administrator Williams acquire an estimate of work required to make the garage usable for the Food Shelf. 

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 28 calls in the month with nothing out of the ordinary. The Chief reported that with the present cold weather, it’s been pretty quiet.  The Police Department recovered a stolen ATV and helped Hennepin County with locating a couple people who had moved to the community.

Gambling License Application - Golf Course :  The City Administrator presented the Council with an application for the Golf Course to hold a raffle on April 26, 2013 was presented. He indicated that there wasn’t any reason that he was aware of to not recommending approval to the State for this activity.   Motion to approve the application made by Petersen, seconded by Thomsen and passed unanimously.

Utility Superintendent Report: Dean Beck gave the utility report. Utility Department is working on getting the new building set up.  Mic and Dave have completed the 2012 gas audit.  The lift station had a few problems again as people are still putting things into the sewer that they shouldn’t be.  Dean and the administrator are looking at a new propeller that would possibly not be damaged by rags.   

City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Williams presented the council with feedback from Shannon Sweeny (with David Drown and Associates) regarding the possible upcoming Lincoln County Housing and Redevelopment Authority grant proposal. This is in regards to a property in TIF District 1-2. The amount currently due the City is $37,347.94 plus interest.

City Administrator Williams reported that the group raising funds for the swimming pool had been amazingly successful - raising funds above and beyond what they had targeted for a new slide. Williams indicated that he had spoken with the group about also purchasing an ADA lift for the pool.

City Administrator Williams then reported that the City’s 22 year old bucket truck is in need of repair and the estimated cost is $16,700. When he had heard this, he had met with Tim O’Leary, General Manager with Lyon-Lincoln about purchasing an eleven year old bucket truck that they were changing out. Tim spoke with his board and they are offering the truck to Tyler at the cost $18,000. Administrator Williams recommended that the Council approve him moving forward on the purchase of the Lyon-Lincoln truck as it is at least 10 year newer and, with the current offer on the City’s truck from local business of $7,000, only be an actual out-of-pocket cost to the City of $11,000 as opposed to $16,700 to repair the existing 22 year old bucket truck. Williams noted that the prospective truck would be inspected (at the City’s cost) and any identified items needing to be fixed would likely come off the purchase price. Motion to proceed with the purchase of the REA truck at $18,000 and sell the City truck for $7,000 made by Harper, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.

City Administrator Williams informed the council that he had approved three 3.2 liquor licenses to Ma and Pa Lanes, Tyler Legion Hall and the Tyler Golf Course.

City Administrator Williams then gave an update on a grant for the Airport. The MN Dot has approved a grant for a ¾ ton truck with a front mounted snow blower. However, Williams had noted that there had been some recent discussion regarding this potential purchase as compared to the current practive of contracting out the snow removal at the airport. After some discussion, it was decided that this is not a justifiable purchase and to pass on the grant with the MN DOT. 

City Administrator Williams presented to the council a Subordination agreement for one of our Rehab houses. There is a loan with a remaining balance of less than $2,000. The homeowner is attempting to refinance and the prospective bank is asking that the City take a second position on the loan as opposed to its current first position. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the City taking a second position on this particular loan. 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Thomsen had nothing to report.

City Attorney Report:  City Attorney Petersen had nothing to report.

Approval of the Bills: Motion to accept the bills was made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.

Motion made by Denney seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to close the meeting for Labor Contract, Personnel and Real Property discussions.

Motion made by Denney, seconded by Petersen to return to open session. No reportable actions taken in closed session. Motion made by Denney, seconded by Petersen to adjourn the March 4, 2013 City Council meeting.
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______________________________________		Approved: 
Kurt Thomsen, Mayor
_____________________________________
Attested: 
Bruce Williams, City Administrator

