Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
November 4, 2013
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Monday November 4, 2013 meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members Petersen, Harper, Denney and Peterson. Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Chief of Police John Spindler and  Clerk Powell. Guests present included Kullen Stanek, Darwin Lutterman and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda. Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2013 City Council meeting.

City Council Comment:  Peterson stated that he has had several citizens report that they think the staff realignment is a good thing.

Correspondence:  No Correspondence

Public Express:  Mr. Lutterman was present to represent the Food Shelf.  He wanted to state that he had heard that the roof leaked and they would like some kind of insurance that if the roof leaks it will be put back in the same condition as before it started to leak.  Mayor Thomsen stated that he and some other Lions members were on the roof and fixed all the leaks that they could find.  Administrator Williams asked Mr. Lutterman if the roof had leaked since the Lions repaired the leaks and Mr. Lutterman stated that it had not. Mayor Thomsen stated that he hopes that there isn’t any leaking in the near future but if it does the City will do the best they can to get it fixed as fast as they can. He further indicated that the City would repair the roof should it leak but that the repairs would need to wait for warmer weather in the spring. Mayor Thomsen asked Mr. Lutterman to keep an eye on the Food Shelf and if leaking reoccurs to let the City Administrator know. The Beck Agency was there and, as our insurance agent, stressed that all tangible property within the space is the Food Shelf’s responsibility but the structure (walls, ceilings etc.) would be covered under the City’s property insurance coverage barring any negligence on the part of the City.  Mr. Lutterman then shared the Food Shelf project costs with the Council and informed the Council that all construction bills should be paid in full very shortly. 

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 54 calls of service with nothing out of the ordinary.  Chief Spindler asked about the three year rotation of a new car.  Mayor Thomsen asked Chief Spindler to get a State quote and a quote from our local car dealership and bring it back to the next meeting.

Annual Property/Liability Insurance Renewal:  Kullen from Beck Agency was present to explain the coverage renewal for the City’s property and liability insurance.  We have a new 9 bay building out by the utility shed that he feels should have a little more coverage on it.  Administrator Williams will find out the size of the building and he and Kullen will ensure that it has adequate coverage. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to accept the property/liability insurance renewal from Beck Agency including any additional coverage for the 9 bay deemed necessary by Williams and Kullen. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to waive the statutory liability limits.   
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Utility Fee Schedule Review: Administrator Williams presented a new utility fee schedule for the council to approve with some minor changes in some fees.  The most significant changes involved the cost per foot for trenching or undergrounding and the cost of utility improvements to private property are the responsibility of the property owner. Motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to accept the utility fee changes as presented.

City Sidewalk and Snow Removal Bid Review:  The City advertised and received one bid for the snow removal on the city sidewalks.  After some discussion about liability and equipment costs, the Council decided to offer the bidder a part-time job with the City taking care of sidewalk snow. He will be paid an hourly for his labor and a separate hourly to cover the cost of his equipment. 

TRED Member Appointment:  Mayor Thomsen requested that the Council approve Cricket Rachke appointed to the Tyler Regional Economic Development (TRED) Board. Glen Petersen will still attend the TRED meetings, but as legal counsel only.  Motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to appoint Cricket Rachke to the TRED Board.

City Administrator/Utility Report: Administrator Williams presented a community band shell permit that the City will use to lease out the community band shell should someone desire to. Motion by Petersen seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to accept the proposed band shell permit application.  Administrator Williams also presented a completed band shell permit by The Rock for the use of the band shell from November 29 to December 29, 2013. Motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to accept the application for the use of the band shell by the Rock.

Administrator Williams presented to the Council a new large load program that Heartland Consumer Power District is implementing.  Heartland is looking to draw one megawatt loads to their service area by discounting the cost of electricity. This level of electrical consumption is typically associated with large industrial or manufacturing plants.  By agreeing to participate in this program, Tyler would agree to pass on the discount offered by Heartland to the potential new 1 megawatt load.  Motion made by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to participate in this new program by Heartland.

Administrator Williams informed the Council that an ad was placed in the paper looking for an Administrative Assistant. This position was approved by the Council as part of the realignment approved at the October City Council meeting. As the City is trying to fill this position in as timely a manner as possible, Williams asked for consent to have himself and Barb Powell do the interviewing and present their selection to the Personnel Subcommittee for approval without the entire Council approving of the selected applicant. This was acceptable to the Council. 

Administrator Williams presented to the Council that the utility report progress on the electrical work has been good and much of the list has been completed. The County and the City together are putting up a salt shed at the shop area. The 9 bay garage is complete except for a couple of garage door openers that need to be installed on the heated bays. Demolition of the old utility building will take place in November.  New signs are up on the new utility building.

City Attorney Report:  Nothing this time

Approve Bills:  Motion by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the bills.

Motion to go into closed session concerning real property made by Petersen, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.




____________________________________		____________________________________
Approved: Kurt Thomsen, Mayor			Attested: Brue Williams, City Administrator
