Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
February 4, 2013
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The regular February 2013 council meeting was called to order by Mayor Thomsen at 7:10 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Thomsen, Council Members Petersen, Harper and Peterson. Councilman Denney was absent. Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Utility Superintendent Beck, Chief of Police Spindler and Deputy Clerk Powell.  Guests present included Vince Robinson, Darwin Lutterman, Jess Thovson and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2013 City Council meeting.

Correspondence:  City Administrator Williams presented a letter from Scott Johnson presenting the City will notice regarding his terminating his dog kennel agreement with the City of Tyler effective February 20, 2013.  Chief Spindler has a couple of alternatives that he will check into and get back to the council next month.

Public Express:  Darwin Lutterman was present on behalf of the Tyler Area Food Shelf and was inquiring if the City has been working on a future location for the Food Shelf. The Food Shelf’s agreement with The Rock is up the end of May. City Administrator Williams relayed to Mr. Lutterman that the City had not been successful in obtaining a Bremer Grant for the Food Shelf this last cycle but was reapplying this week for the cycle announced in May. Mr. Lutterman let the Council know that members of the Food Shelf Board might be attending the next Council to request additional assistance from the City. 

Vince Robinson from the Lincoln County HRA was present to inform the council that the HRA is considering purchasing the twin homes and have them available for affordable housing in the City of Tyler. They have applied for a grant and if those funds come in the middle of April they will pursue purchasing the twin homes. The HRA will be approaching the City to see if the City will accept a lower cash payment in lieu of TIF monies currently owed the City.  The Council indicated that having those homes completed and occupied would be good for Tyler. The Council indicated that they would entertain the HRA’s offer once it was received. 

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 27 calls in the month with nothing out of the ordinary and with the present cold weather, it’s been pretty quiet.  The issue with parking on streets with snow removal was discussed.  The discussion revolved around whether or not to give a ticket before towing or just tow and then issue a ticket. Police Chief Spindler reported that cities surveyed in the local area do it both ways so it is really up to the council.  City Attorney Petersen will check and our city ordinance to see if an alteration is required.

Miller Legal - Consideration of TIF for Expansion:  Miller Legal has been in contact with City Administrator Williams and Legal Council Petersen.  This item had been discussed at the January City Council meeting. Williams presented some comparison numbers on the two options (as well as a tax abatement option) from Shannon Sweeney with David Drown Associates. After some discussion as to whether to start a new TIF district or use existing TIF district, the motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to use existing TIF district as opposed to creating a new TIF district. This approved addition to TIF 1-3 does not include a tax abatement component.

Farmland Lease:  Administrator Williams informed the council there were five bids for the farmland lease with a low bid of $256 and high of $300 per acre. Williams recommended approval of the high bid by Daniel Hansen and requested the Council approve the provided contract. Motion by Petersen seconded by Thomsen and passed unanimously to lease the farmland to Daniel Hansen for three years at $300 per acre. 

Consideration of kennel License:  Jess Thovson was present to request putting in a dog kennel at 130 W Bradley Street.  City Administrator Williams presented the item, Ms. Thovson’s letter and operational plan. Williams recommended amending the Ordinance to reflect the notification method utilized for variances as opposed to requiring a written consent. Therefore, residents within 500 feet will be notified by mail of the meeting date and time at which the kennel permit will be considered. There was a motion by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to allow the notification procedure to change in the Ordinance. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to authorize a kennel permit for Jess Thovson at 130 W. Bradley Street in accordance with the commercial kennel ordinance. Jess Thovson’s permit will be revoked should barking from that address become a problem. The Deputy City Clerk will publish the amended ordinance. 

Utility Superintendent Report: Dean Beck gave the utility report.  Utility Department is working on getting the new building set up.  They have completed their gas certification testing.

City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Williams presented the new “Use of City Equipment Request Form” as previously requested by council. Williams reported that the form has been placed in service. Utility employees will use these forms should wish to use any of the wheeled or tracked city equipment for personal reasons. 

Williams then presented the invoice for the relocation of the elevated water tank controls. Council had approved this work several months ago in order to relocate the water tank controls from the old utility building to the new elevated water tank. Williams requested approval prior to submitting the invoice to the PFA for payment. Motion made by Harper, seconded by M Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the payment of the elevated water tank control relocation. 

City Administrator informed the Council that he planned on using a DVS related office account to install carpeting in the City Offices as the current carpeting is old and in poor condition. 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Thomsen had nothing to report.

City Attorney Report:  City Attorney Petersen had nothing to report.

Approval of the Bills: Motion to accept the bills was made by Thomsen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously.
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Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to adjourn the February 4, 2013 Council Meeting.


______________________________________		Approved: 
Kurt Thomsen, Mayor
_____________________________________
Attested: 
Bruce Williams, City Administrator

