Tyler City Council
         Tyler Fire Hall
          May 5, 2014
 7:00 pm
Minutes (Pending)

The regular May 2014 City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:05 p.m.

Present: Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members Denney, Petersen, Harper and Peterson. Others present included City Attorney Petersen, City Administrator Williams and City Clerk Powell. Guests present Bill Helget, Dale Kruger and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 7th and April 21st, 2014 City Council meetings.

Council Comments:  Mayor Kurt Thomsen informed the Council that the Lions Club did go to the Food Shelf last Saturday to put plastic between the garage roof and the ceiling of the Food Shelf room. However, it was not possible, due to space restrictions, so they worked on patching the garage roof over where the leaking appears to be taking place. 

Correspondence:  City Administrator Williams presented a letter from resident Dennis Larson primarily regarding the $20 water surcharge.  The Council asked Administrator Williams to issue a letter to Mr. Larson regarding the $20 water surcharge stating that whether or not the renter or the property owner paid the surcharge was an issue between those two parties.

City Administrator Williams presented a resignation letter from Michael VanDeVere (Mic). Mic will be retiring on Friday, June 27, 2014. Mic expressed his appreciation to the City of Tyler for allowing him to work for the City for over 20 years. 

Public Express:  No one present

Police Chief Report:  Chief Spindler reported there were 22 calls for service with 4 administrative tickets issued in April. Chief Spindler shared with the Council that the new police vehicle had been received but that there was a problem with the body control module, which is currently getting repaired/replaced.  He also informed the Council that there has been an offer for the old police car of $4,000.  

Proposed Tyler Healthcare Center Rent Program: Dale Kruger, the Chief Operating Officer of Tyler Healthcare Center, was present to present a proposed program to the City Council.  This program is titled the Equitable Cost-Sharing for Publicly Owned Nursing Facilities (ECPN). The ECPN program was established as a mechanism to allow any nursing facility whose physical plant is owned by or whose license is held by a city, county or hospital district to participate and choose to contribute funds to the operation of that facility. THC will pay its monthly lease payment to the City and the City can then elect to contribute those funds to the nursing facility’s operational costs by forwarding the lease payment to the State. The State will return the City contribution to the nursing facility and will also then receive a federal match. The City must sign an affidavit making it clear that the City and nursing facility are utilizing the inter-government transfer program (IGT) on the “straight and narrow”. This means that the City will pay what equates to the state share to draw down federal matching funds. The matching funds coming back to the nursing facility must be used by the facility, and not transferred back to the City. 

THC would need a lease in place with the City of Tyler. The process will have to be approved by the City of Tyler on or before June 30, 2014.  The payment to the State must be made by the 15th of the month, prior to the payment being issued to the nursing home. The amounts may change on an annual basis so the lease agreement should be flexible as to the lease amount. A motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to verbally agree to this arrangement with THC. 

Preliminary Engineering Report:  Bill Helget, from Bolton and Menk, was present a preliminary engineering report on the possible redevelopment of the airport. The City of Tyler City Council is exploring the redevelopment of approximately 74 acres adjacent to the Tyler Golf Course into residential lots. The City is in need of vacant residential lots to support new home development. Other locations in and around Tyler have been looked at but a feasible location has not been found. Bill presented two layouts for consideration. The redevelopment of this property will require the closure of the Tyler Airport. Bill believes that the airport closure evaluation process would take approximately 6-12 months to complete but would depend on the actual MN Dot Aeronautics review timeframes.  Two alternate lot layouts have been created for the proposed development.  Both alternates were created with the assumption that the existing airport would be closed.  
  
Layout No. 1 includes 58 new residential lots. The front lot dimensions range from 146” to 290” across and are generally 200’ deep. Layout No. 1 also includes the relocation of two existing golf course holes and driving range.  Holes No. 5 and No. 6 would be relocated to the west between new residential lots.  Alternate lot layout No. 1 was created to completely integrate the new development with the existing golf course. The biggest benefit of lot layout no. 1 is that virtually all lots would have a view of at least one hole on the golf course. The existing driving range would need to be relocated as a part of this layout.  

Layout No. 2 includes 60 new residential lots and has less of an impact on the existing golf course. The front lot dimensions range in size from 146’ to 283’ across and are generally 200’ deep.  Alternate lot layout No. 2 was created to maximize the number of lots and minimize the impact on the existing golf course. Layout No. 2 will create approximately 20 lots with an unrestricted view of the existing golf course.  The remaining lots would be restricted by other development within the subdivision.  Layout No. 2 would require the relocation of the driving range or a lot reduction to accommodate the driving range. 

There was much discussion regarding the benefit and cost of maintaining the airport as well as discussion regarding the cost and consequences of closing the airport. The cost of getting utilities to the proposed development was also discussed. 

Motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to have Administrator Williams explore the requirements and costs of closing the airport.

Proposed Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water Rate Increase: Administrator Williams informed the Council that the City had received a notice from Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water that their water rates were increasing 5% effective June 1, 2014. Williams recommended that the City also raise the water rates 5% in order to keep pace with the increase cost to the City. A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to raise the City water rates 5%.  

City Administrator/Utility Report:  City Administrator Williams presented new proposed municipal pool rates to the Council for the 2014 season.  He noted that the City did not raise the rates last year and many dollars have been spent to update and maintain the pool.  The new rates would be: Daily Pass $4.00; Daily Pass Child under 5 $2.00; Single Season $60.00; Family Season $120.00 and Walking/Aerobics/Lap Season $36.00. He also noted that the City would provide punch cards this year which would make it easier on parents. $40.00 Punch Cards would be available for 10 admissions to the pool. Motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to adopt the proposed new pool rates for the 2014 season. 

As previously directed by Council, City Administrator Williams brought before the Council the annual costs of the three utility accounts that are not being charged. The three not being charged are the American Legion Hall, the Tyler Gun Range and the Tyler Senior Center. The Council requested that Administrator Williams initiate a letter to all three entities stating that we are reviewing our utility accounts and examining whether or not to extend the historical arrangement of completely free utilities. The Council indicated that they would prefer that Williams meet with them individually first prior to having them appear before Council.  

City Administrator Williams reported that the property by the old utility building site needs some work.  The Council had indicated last year that they would like to explore turning the old utility building site into functional parking area if at all possible. Williams reported that some foundation demolition would have to occur prior to parking safely taking place. Williams added that he and Dean Beck had met with Chris Nibbe and a proper demolition would cost up to $10,000. Chris Nibbe would be hired on an hourly basis and work from the north to the south, demolishing at least the portion unsuited for vehicle parking. Council Harper expressed a concern about protecting the electrical substation from vehicles if the property was used for parking. Williams stated that he shared that concern and would employ whatever measures were necessary to protect the substation should the lot be used for parking. A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to authorize $10,000 to have Nibbe perform demolition work on the old utility building foundation. 

City Administrator Williams presented an update on the fireworks liability for the planned 4th of July fireworks on Stony Point Park. Williams stated that City Clerk Powell had been approached about the City providing liability insurance for the fireworks planned at Stoney Point Park. Williams recommended not providing the liability insurance for this event as the City is not the sponsor of this proposed event and, should something go wrong, the City’s future liability rates would be significantly impacted.  The City Council indicated that they are not interested in providing liability insurance for this proposed event and that they would want to see the City named as an additionally insured should someone else launch fireworks from City-owned property at Stoney Point Park. 

Administrator Williams also commented that the Tidy-Up Tyler Bulky Item Pickup would be taking place on May 6, 2014 and that this would be, as it has been the last three years, for residential customers only. He was reminding the Council should they get any complaints. 

Administrator Williams then informed the Council that Dub Lutterman had brought him a USDA grant program application that the Food Shelf had received and passed onto Williams as it might be helpful for the upcoming roof repairs. Williams had checked with Megan at USDA and discovered that the roof repairs were not qualified for this grant opportunity. 

City Attorney Report:  No report this month 

Approve Bills: A motion to accept the bills was made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.

Closed Session: A motion was made by Thomsen, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to close the meeting for personnel evaluations and real property negotiations.

A motion was made by Thomsen, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to return to open session. Reportable items include a successful evaluation for the Utility Clerk with a raise to $17.38 per hour. Also, a successful evaluation for the temporary utility worker hired a year ago. The temporary utility worker is now a permanent fulltime employee and will be offered full benefits and start a six month probationary period. His hourly will remain at $18.54. No other reportable items from closed session. 

A motion was made by Thomsen, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  


____________________________________                      ______________________________________	
Approved:  Kurt Thomsen, Mayor			Attested:  Bruce Williams, City Administrator
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