Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
November 8, 2012
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Thursday November 8, 2012 meeting was called to order by Interim Mayor Darrell Denney at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Interim Mayor Darrell Denney, Council Members, Mundt, Harper and Peterson.  Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Utility Superintendent Beck, Chief of Police John Spindler and Deputy Clerk Powell.  Guests present included Kullen Stanek and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Mundt, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with the addition of item 15C, abandoning of Grant Street.

Motion made by Mundt, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2012 City Council meeting.

Correspondence:  None

Public Express:  No one was present to speak on Public Express

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 36 calls in the month with nothing out of the ordinary.  Local and State law enforcement agencies have been working on some local area burglaries.  The Crown Victoria vehicle that the police have is going on its sixth year and the Chief recommends replacing it in budget year 2013..

City of Tyler Insurance Renewal:  Kullen Stanek, the City’s insurance representative, gave a report on the City’s property and liability insurance annual renewal. He walked through the various areas of the policy, citing the various slight increases and decreases throughout the policy. The increases have been primarily due to the increased insured square footage of City owned buildings and the new elevated water tank value. He noted that the City has had a statutory liability waiver on its policy for years.  This liability waiver has a maximum of $1.5 million liability on each claim.  Motion made by Mundt, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to accept the insurance coverage with the statutory waiver attached.

Water Project:  Administrator Williams gave the water system update. Mr. Williams presented a partial pay estimate for Caldwell Tanks in the amount of $23,531.50. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Mundt and passed unanimously to pay the partial pay estimate to Cadwell Tanks in the amount of $23,531.50.  

Snow Removal Bid for the Airport:  City Administrator Williams presented the only bid received for snow removal at the airport this winter. He informed the Council that it was in line with previous year’s bids and recommended Council approval. Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Mundt and passed unanimously to accept the bid of Wayne Pearson for the snow removal for the Airport for the winter of 2012-2013 not to exceed $3,800.00 and passed unanimously.

Update on Stony Point Park Lease:  Legal council has drafted a lease agreement with the Ellefson’s for the lease of Stony Point Park which is based on the several meetings held between the Council Finance Subcommittee and Dan Ellefson. The agreement proposed term is five years with the option of another five years. The first five year agreement will expire on December 31, 2017.  Lease payment will be divided in two and paid twice per year on July 1st and October 1st. The City will pay the real estate taxes and Stony Point Recreation will refund us. Legal will draft a new purchase agreement with a couple changes: no alcohol sales on the premises and they must carry $2 million in liability insurance coverage. The City Attorney Petersen will change the legal description to the correct description and lease payments shall be $7,000 for 2013, $7,500 for 2014, $8,000 for 2015, $8,500 for 2016 and $8,500 for 2017. Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Mundt and passed unanimously to accept the lease as presented with the changes as listed above. 

Proposed changes to Chapter 9 of the Municipal Code:  After much discussion it was decided to table this item and bring it back. The Council may allow exemption for distemper but likely will not exempt rabies. Additionally, when it returns to the Council, the Council will want to review the City’s Zoning Map at the meeting in order to determine where the applicable non-residential zones are and possibly utilize the zoning map to decide what non-residential zones might best work for kennels. 

Resolution 12-9:  City Administrator Williams presented the local election results for City office from the General Election held on November 6, 2012 to the Council. Mayor Thomsen received 551 votes and won re-election. There were a total of 13 write-in votes for Mayor. Councilman Peterson received 502 votes and won re-election for City Council. As no one filed for the second City Council seat, it was a write-in Council seat. The leading write-in candidate was Ivan Petersen with 31 write-in votes. Runner up was Tom Mundt with 30 votes. The City Administrator asked that the City Council approve Resolution 12-9 declaring the results of the City General Election of November 6, 2012. Motion made by Denney seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve Resolution 12-9.

Utility Superintendent Report: Dean Beck gave the utility report.  The Utility Department has caught up on the underground gas installations.  Manholes are lowered for winter plowing.  Dean noted that they’re just getting caught up on things and everything is going good.  

City Administrator Report:  Mr. Williams had a couple of Legion members come and visit him about the City taking over the Legion Hall. After some discussion, it was decided that Mr. Williams, Legal Council Petersen, Council members Harper and Peterson along with Duane Blake will meet with the Legion to work out terms in which the City would take over the ownership of the Legion Hall.

Pool Improvement Fund Raising:  There is a group that would like to raise some funds for pool improvements with a new slide being the main focus.  The Tyler Community Foundation approved a  $1,200 fundraising start-up grant and approved opening a project with the Southwest Initiative Foundation. Tim O’Leary (Tyler Community Foundation) informed Williams that Southwest Initiative would not open an account for this group as the City owned the property.  Williams informed the Council that he had agreed to sign the related documents, without specific Council approval, which will allow the fundraising group to get the grant and open the related account. He informed the Council that the City would need to act as the conduit for fundraising expenditures and revenue. The Council did not disapprove of the arrangement that Williams had entered into. 

City Attorney Report:  City Attorney Petersen presented the final HRA settlement agreement (previously approved by the Council).  Motion made by Mundt, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to accept the HRA agreement as presented.

Update on the Administrative Citations:  The City Attorney gave a brief presentation on administrative citations. He informed the Council that he is just waiting for a password from the State to order the State-mandated Administrative Citation forms.

Added to Agenda:  The City Attorney informed the Council that Dennis Jensen has requested that the City abandon some street easements on this property. These easements are outdated and located on his property south of Hughes Street. The City Administrator stated that he recommends approval based on the fact that these street easements do not fit the current development plans for the future and are more of a hindrance for development of the City’s east side.  The specific street requested for abandoning is Grant. 

Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to accept the public hearing for the vacating of these easements at the next regularly scheduled City Council meeting.

Motion to accept the bills made by Mundt, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mundt, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to adjourn the November 8, 2012 Council Meeting.


[bookmark: _GoBack]______________________________________		Approved: 
Kurt Thomsen, Mayor
_____________________________________
Attested: 
Bruce Williams, City Administrator

