Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
June 3, 2013
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Monday June 3, 2013 meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members Harper, Denney, Petersen and Peterson. Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Utility Superintendent Beck, Police Chief John Spindler and Deputy City Clerk Powell. Guests present included Carolyn and Darwin Lutterman, Dan Ellefson, Cheryl Vos, George Ruhman, Jeanna Sommers and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda. Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the May 6, 2013 City Council meeting.

Correspondence:  Administrator Williams received a notice from Minnesota Management & Budget Compliance letting us know we are in compliance with the Local Government Pay Equity Act.   Administrator Williams presented two gambling permits one for the Tyler Firemen and one for St Dionysius.  Administrator Williams also updated the Council on the Board of Appeal & Equalization Classes that will be held.  The last thing Administrator Williams presented was an informational update on what the Tyler Volunteer Fire Department has been doing in the last month.  

Public Express:  Carolyn and Darwin Lutterman were present representing the Tyler Area Food Shelf.  They have a proposed floor plan that they presented to the council and explained that they were successful in obtaining a grant from the Bremer Foundation in the amount of $15,000. They also indicated that they have approximately $10,000 in funds to invest as well.  They will need to do some fundraising as the estimated cost is about $10,000 more than what they currently have. Administrator Williams stated that the last three garage bays attached to City Hall have been cleaned out for Food Shelf use. The Council granted consent to the Food Shelf to proceed whenever their contractor is ready. 

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 39 calls for service in May.  There have been some underage drinking parties, a suicide attempt in the north part of the county and generally a wide range of things going on.  Chief Spindler is attempting to get the speed van from MN State Patrol for deployment within Tyler.

Zoning Change Request:  Pluto Legal is requesting a zoning change for the property at 312 South Tyler Street from R1 (residential) to B1 (business). Motion by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to hold a hearing for the requested zoning change at the July 1, 2013 City Council meeting.

Stony Point Park: Dan Ellefson was present to ask the council for some kind of help on his lease payment to the City for 2013. The campground currently has 29 existing campsites that do not have sewer services so Dan was required to install 3 dump stations on the City owned park property. Final disposal of sewage from these dumping stations shall be by a method acceptable to the commissioner of health and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  The dump station located within the city limits is not within an acceptable distance to the campground. All of the utilities have been kept separate from Dan’s adjoining property. Dan requested the City Council consider lowering the required annual lease payment for 2013 since he has been required to invest over $30,000 into the City-owned property. This State required investment was unanticipated and Dan is requesting help from the City as the City is the property owner and profits from this improvement. After some discussion, Councilman Harper made a motion to credit Dan Ellefson $7,000 against this year’s lease payment to the City in lieu of the improvements made to the City-owned Stony Point property. This motion was seconded by Denney and passed unanimously.

Stoney Point Park Siren Grant Update:  Jeanna Sommers, the Emergency Services Director for Lincoln County, was present to give the City Council an update on the grant proposal for a severe weather siren for Stoney Point Park. The County-wide siren project was bid for $81,306.23 and siren installation for $20,300.00 for a total purchase of $101,606.24. There’s a required 25% match for Lincoln County of which totals $25,401.56. The City of Tyler portion for Stoney Point Park will be approximately $5,080.31. The Council didn’t have any comments or questions. 

Utility Superintendent Report: Dean Beck gave the utility report.  The Utility Department is working hard on getting the pool ready.  The new slide will be installed June 25 and 26.  Bob and Ryan are working on getting the substation prepared for the work scheduled for June 9. Mic, Dave and Bruce have been working on getting the three stalls in the garage behind City Hall cleaned out.  There have been 40 locates and 5 building permits this month. 

City Administrator Report:  Bruce Williams gave a brief report on the municipal pool. The painting is complete and some new activities for the summer are being planned. Administrator Williams informed the Council that he had considered purchasing a new mower for the parks with General Fund savings in the Airport Budget. But in lieu of the lease credit for Dan Ellefson and the proposed Stoney Point Park siren cost, has decided to table that proposal for now.  He then presented a proposal on the Streetlight Replacement Program for downtown. He informed the Council that the City was successful in obtaining a $2,000 grant from Heartland Power toward the purchase of three new style streetlights.  A model of the new streetlight has been installed in front of City Hall.  The new streetlight is LED equipped.  After applying the Heartland grant monies, each streetlight would cost about $3,000. Williams would like to attempt to raise $1,500 per streetlight from various civic groups or private persons or graduating RTR classes and then have the city pick up the remaining $1,500 and the donating civic group or person or class would have a plaque with their name on affixed to the light post. Motion by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve an appropriation of at least $4,500 so that the replacement of the old streetlights can proceed this FY. Motion by Peterson, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to have the pilot streetlight dedicated to Heartland Power for their grant contribution to this program.

Administrator Williams also informed the council that Tony from T& E underground was requesting if the curb on his property could be replaced with a rolling curb for the equipment that he puts there.   The Council would like to see T E Underground  put up a fence and do some landscaping on Tyler Street so it doesn’t look like a parking lot for equipment.  

City Attorney Report:  City Attorney Petersen told the council he had been approached by Scott Miller from Miller Legal about starting another TIF district to the North of his building as he plans on expanding his business with a new $500,000 building. There was discussion if the City should start a new TIF or add the Miller Legal Addition to the existing one.  It was decided to have Scott Miller attend the next meeting and explain what he is going to do.

Bill Approval:
Motion to accept the bills was made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. by Mayor Thompson
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