Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
September 9, 2013
7:00 pm
Minutes (Pending)

The Monday, September 9, 2013 City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Thomsen at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Thomsen, Council Members Denney, Harper, Petersen and Peterson.  Other present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Utility Superintendent Beck, Chief of Police Spindler, and Deputy Clerk Powell. Guests present included Shannon Sweeney, Robert Wolfington III, and a student. 

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with the removal of Item 8.

Motion made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2013 City Council meeting.

City Council Concerns-Comments: This is something new to let councilmembers have a chance to discuss anything they have on their minds. There were no comments this meeting.

Correspondence:  Administrator Williams received and recommended for approval an application from the Tyler Healthcare Center for a gambling permit at the Tyler Golf Course for their Beer and Wine Tasting Festival fundraising event on September 21, 2013. Administrator Williams has also received a letter from The Lincoln County Enterprise Development Corporation requesting a Letter of Support for Lincoln County’s Trails Project. Since this request came after the August City Council meeting and was requested back prior to the September City Council meeting, the letter was drafted and signed by the Mayor on behalf of the Council. The third correspondence item was an invitation to an open house from Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water.  

Public Express: There was no one present for public express.

Police Chief Report: The police report was given by Chief Spindler. There were 48 calls for service in the month of August. Fifteen citations were issued, eight of which were administrative citations. There were a couple domestics and one warrant issued. Chief Spindler expressed concern that there could be police garage access issues if food shelf parking behind City Hall is not regulated. He recommended some “No Parking” signs be considered for the area behind City Hall so that there isn’t any congestion. 

Proposed TIF District 1-4:  Shannon Sweeney from David Drown and Associates was present to present the materials for the creation of new TIF District 1-4. This district would be an Economic Development District. The TIF would recapture 90% of the new property taxes for the proposed Miller Legal expansion for a total of 9 years. The first increment revenues will begin in 2015 and annually thereafter.  The new TIF district will be to construct approximately 5,700 sq ft office facility expansion for their legal services business.  A development agreement outlines how TIF will be used to support the proposed expansion project and provides for the reimbursement of 90% of the tax increments generated by the new facility for the life of the district in an amount not to exceed $77,225 plus 5% interest The reimbursement is for project costs that include concrete footings/foundation, site excavation, masonry work and landscaping. Motion to open the public hearing for the creation of the TIF District 1-4 made by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously. There was no public comment. Motion to close the public hearing and reopen the council meeting made by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously.

Motion to approve Resolution 13-03 to adopt TIF 1-4 and authorizing execution of the proposed TIF 1-4 Agreement made by Harper, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.

Resolution to set Preliminary Levy:  Administrator Williams presented to the council the preliminary budget at $268,422. Williams reminded the Council that the preliminary levy is typically set high and a lower levy is usually adopted in December when the final levy is set. Motion to adopt Resolution 10-04 setting the preliminary levy collected in 2014 at $268,422 made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously. 

Utility Superintendent Report: Dean Beck gave the utility report. Bob and Ryan are busy upgrading electric throughout the City.  Dave and Mic are installing gas services as this is the time of year many people decide to install natural gas. Dean has been working on closing the municipal pool.  All utility workers are doing road repair work and getting ready for winter.  There was some discussion regarding sewer hookups and the lack of a City permit to facilitate this process. Administrator Williams said he had reviewed the municipal code on this topic and will generate a no charge Encroachment Permit that would cover sewer hookup work as well as other work conduced in the City right-of-way. This permit will require the address, property owner, start and completion dates as well as who the contractor will be who’s working in the right-of-way. Administrator Williams also noted that Dean had fixed the recently ongoing water leak behind the baseball fields.  

City Administrator’s Report: Williams informed the Council that he has been working on a snow removal bid sheet that would be used for the snow removal of snow in front of the City Hall,  Chat & Chew, Bandshell Park, and the designated sidewalk route when the snow fall is greater than one inch. Dean Beck requested that the sidewalk areas at the Fire Hall be included.  Administrator Williams wanted to share with the Council that the City’s Building Permit application had need some revamping.  The application being used did not request the sidewall height on accessory buildings (which is how these types of buildings are regulated for height. He has corrected this issue and accessory building that have sidewalls higher than the code should not get built in the future. He accepted responsibility for the recent garage that had slipped through the process with sidewalls that were four feet beyond code. 

Administrator Williams wanted the Council to know that there was a property owner that had some complaints about dust on his gravel road.  Williams had contacted the County and they will consider next year putting an application on the gravel road at the property owner’s expense. They did not and will not consider doing this type of work this year. 

August 2013 Bills:
After review and several questions, a motion was made by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the bills for August 2013.

Closed Session:
A motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to go into closed session.
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A motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen to return to open session and adjourn the Council meeting. There were no reportable results from closed session.


								_____________________________
								Kurt Thomsen
                                 						Mayor

Attested:

__________________________
City Administrator
Bruce Williams




