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Minutes (Approved)

The regular April 2013 council meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:05 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members Denney, Petersen, Harper and Peterson. Others present included City Administrator Williams, Utility Superintendent Beck, Chief of Police John Spindler and Deputy Clerk Powell. Guests present Bill Helget, George Ruhman, Robert Wolfington III, John and Margi Bornhoft.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion made by I. Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the  March  4, 2013 City Council meeting.

Correspondence: City Administrator Williams presented a letter from the Lake Benton Lake Improvement District requesting an appropriation of $2,500.00 for 2013.  After some discussion, a motion was made Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to use the unspent $1,500 budgeted last year for this organization in 2013 on the stipulation that someone from the Lake Improvement District come and tell the council where the money is being used.   

Public Express:  John and Margi Bornhoft were present to ask about the Tyler Food Shelf.  The City Administrator informed them that the Bremer Foundation was coming to Tyler on April 8th to look at the prospective Chat n Chew building for possible grant funding. He also stated that he had met with representatives from the Food Shelf and a contractor in the last week and discussed the possible conversion of three of the City Hall garage bays as a possible space. He indicated that the potential cost of such a conversion would be at least $23,000 (materials and labor).  

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Chief John Spindler.  There were 35 calls in the month with nothing out of the ordinary.  The department issued seven tickets in March including a citation for barking dogs and a citation for an ATV not being up to date.

PFA Water Project:  Bill Helget was present to update the council on the water projects

	Water System Project:  This was completed last fall except for some warranty issues such as 
broken curb stops , and a driveway.  There will also be some turf restorations this spring. This project is and will likely finish under budget. 

	Elevated Water Storage:  This project has had a couple of issues with the water circulation 
	pumps.  The controls are working well.  This project is over budget by $25,000.

Water Meter project:   There are 10 valves left and most of them are snowbirds that are still out of town. There are three that are not allowing access. City Administrator Williams suggested that if access cannot be obtained for valve installation, they should be skipped. DSG is requesting a change order to the end of May 31, 2013 to get the valves installed.  Motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to grant the valve installation extension to the end of May.

Mr. Helget also requested an increase of professional service fees for the project by $75,000.  He stated that when the project scope was initially drafted, there were 17 blocks of additional water main that were considered optional. When the bids came in low, and financing costs were lowered, these additional sections of the water main were added to the overall project scope. Unfortunately, the professional services component that should have accompanied these added sections was not added to the budget. Based on the contractors’ bid prices, the value of the additional construction work is approximately $526,350. Since the professional services has not been modified to reflect the additional blocks of water main replacement, Bolton & Menk is requesting that the City Council amend the professional services agreement to allow for payment of the additional services rec3eived from Bolton & Menk. After some discussion, a motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to amend the professional services contract to allow for payment on the services received from Bolton & Menk for the additional work. This motion is made on the contingency that the PFA dollars are available.

Authorization to Sign Checks:  City Administrator Williams presented the request from Citizen’s State Bank for signing authority. Motion was made by Harper, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to have as check signers on the city accounts Bruce Williams, City Administrator; Kurt Thomsen, Mayor; Darrel Denney, Mayor Pro Tem; Barb Powell, Deputy City Clerk; and Cindy Koenig, Utility Billing Clerk.

As to TRED, a motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously for George Ruhmann, Chair; Glen Petersen, Treasurer; Bruce Williams, City Administrator; and Denny Blomgren. Vice Chair.

Proposed Cost of Living Allowance: City Administrator Williams presented a straight percentage salary increase for City employees to allow for proper spacing between skill levels and keep the City in compliance with the standards set by the State of Minnesota. Motion to approve the increases as presented by the Administrator made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.

Utility Superintendent Report: Dean Beck gave the utility report. The Utility Department has been working on cleaning out the old building and working on the new building.  The snow plows have been fixed from the ice which is hard on them.   The FCC changed the rules of the radio in all the vehicles so they have all been updated with narrow band radios and are in compliance.  The street sweeper is getting ready so in the next couple weeks they will be out sweeping streets.  The bucket truck from Lyon Lincoln Electric had an oil leak so the truck was taken to Marshall to get that fixed and then it was delivered to Watertown, South Dakota for an operational inspection.

City Administrator Report: City Administrator Williams requested a motion to declare our current bucket truck surplus so we could use the bidding process to sell. Motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to declare the current bucket truck surplus. City Administrator Williams also informed the Council that the City had received $314,000 from FEMA in the last month for its utility claims from the tornado of 2011. He wanted to ensure that the Council was aware of his intent to pay off the $200,000 loan the City has with the League of Minnesota Cities for the new utility building. He noted that paying it off now would result in a no interest loan. He also planned on purchasing a certificate of deposit for $100,000 which would restore the last CD used to pay for storm damage. The Council approved of these plans for the recently received FEMA funds. City Administrator also presented a update on the Fire Department and invited the Council to participate in an open house April 16, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 

Mayor Report:  Mayor Thomsen wanted to inform the council that he has been approached about keeping the sidewalks open during the winter on Tyler Street from Highway 14 to the school.  The City ordinance will be gone over and we will decide what we are going to do to keep them open. He indicated that he wished to discuss this in the future in order to consider the City’s options, i.e. how to get information out and the level of enforcement to be used.  

Approve Bills:
A motion was made to accept the bills Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously.

Closed Session:
A motion was made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to close the meeting for personnel discussions and the City Administrator’s Annual Review.

A motion was made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to come out of closed session. The sole reportable item was a positive review of the City Administrator with an increase to his annual salary (to $48,850) being granted unanimously by the City Council. A motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to adjourn the regular April City Council meeting.

______________________________________	
Approved:  
Kurt Thomsen, Mayor

____________________________________
Attested:
Bruce Williams, City Administrator
