Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
March 3, 2015
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Monday March 3, 2015 meeting was called to order by Mayor Peterson at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Peterson, Council Members Harper, Petersen, Sanderson and Raschke.  Others present included City Administrator Wolfington, City Attorney Petersen,  Police Officer  Bloch, and City Clerk Powell.  Guests present included Larry Wittenback, George Ruhmann, Kullen Stanek and   Mark Wilmes. 

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the agenda
Motion by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2015 City Council meeting.

Public Express:  No one Present

Chat N Chew:  Kullen Stanek was present to propose a resolution to the problem of the chat n chew wall that was demolished in December.  Stanek would like to discuss the adverse situation that was caused by TRED to his building.  He is sorry we are in this situation but it needs to be addressed.  Stanek has not received any communication from TRED at any time this whole process was going on.  After much discussion it was proposed that the item be pushed to the end of the meeting and the meeting be closed so the council could discuss the possibility of purchasing the real property.  Motion was made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to put the chat n chew agenda item to the end of the meeting for closed session.

Correspondence:  There was no correspondence this meeting

City Council Comment:  There were no comments

Committee Reports:  Mayor Peterson stated that he attended a Pipeline Safety meeting on February 4th and was very informative.  Mayor Peterson also stated he attended a Southwest Regional Development meeting in Iona the past Saturday and was very informative and he came home with many contact names and numbers.

Internet Discussion:  Larry Wyttenback was present to report on the progress of the fiber optic options for the city.  Wyttenback is waiting for Woodstock Telephone to get him some more information and will bring to the next council meeting.

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Police Officer Eric Bloch.  Currently there are a couple investigations on going one is on check fraud.  

Resolution of Support for the Street Funding from the State:  Administrator Wolfington presented Resolution 15-1 Whereas the City would support and omnibus transportation funding bill that would provide additional dedicated state funding for city streets.  Harper stressed his disinterest in begging for street dollars.  Harper disagrees with the wording of the resolution and the asking for a whole new funding stream to do city streets.  Mayor Peterson asked for a motion to approve the resolution three times and did not receive a motion – resolution failed.

Utility Clerk Resignation:  Administrator Wolfington presented the council with a resignation letter from the utility clerk effective April 1, 2015.  Motion to accept resignation by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.

Gambling Applications: The Tyler Golf Course is requesting approval for two gambling licenses for their establishments for two events to be held there. Motion by Petersen seconded by Ratchke and passed unanimously.

Credit Card: City Clerk Powell presented to the council an opportunity to accept credit card and debit cards at the city office for utility bills.  GovpayNet payment processing is provided at no cost to government entities.  GovPayNet accepts Mastercard, Visa, American Express and Discover including credit, debit and prepaid debit.  Payments can be made onsite, online and by phone.  Motion by Ratchke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to work with GovPayNet payment processing.

City Administrator report:  Administrator Wolfington presented a letter from the Tyler Volunteer Fire Department which will be hosting an open house on Tuesday March 4, 2015 for townships in service and would like to invite the council as well.  The meeting is posted as an open meeting so all council could attend if they so desire.   

Administrator Wolfington stated the city has been installing new light poles throughout downtown Tyler.  This year the plan was to install three new light poles.  The new light poles were not budgeted in this year but if we do not use all money’s for snow removal we would have some extra to use.  There has been seven installed so far.  Motion made by Raschke seconded by Petersen to apply for grants to help pay for the new lites.

Administrator Wolfington presented that there was one resident that has experienced frozen water lines this year.  Following the 2011 water project the council determined it would not longer work on frozen water lines that are on a home owner’s property.  Administrator Wolfington is looking for direction as to if the city would still like to maintain their stand on not working on frozen water lines for the residents.  The council decided to revisit this in the Spring.

Administrator Wolfington presented that Denny Blomgren has a business building that is for sale and he does have a meter there the building is vacant right now.  Blomgren is paying the $20 surcharge that is charged to all water connections.  Blomgren feels that since the building is vacant he would like to remove the meter so he does not get charged the surcharge.  After much discussion the council decided to table the discussion for a later time.

Administrator Wolfington stated that after the last snowfall he rode with the snowplow.  Administrator Woflington stated that this was quiet an experience and that the plow did not ever go over 15mph.  The blade gets very close to the curb and to the mail boxes.
 
City Attorney: Nothing to report

Police Union Contract:  The personal committee recommended that the City approve the MAPE Contract for the police chief.  The personnel committee stated that the contract was very straight forward and looked good.  The contract is for two years.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the union contract for Chief Spindler.

Motion was made by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and pass unanimously to approve the bills for March 2015.

Motion made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to go into closed session.

Closed Session Items:

Chat n Chew:

City Administrator Review:

								_____________________________
								Mervyn Peterson
                                 						Mayor

Attested:

__________________________
Barb Powell
City Clerk




